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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO “THE 
LUTHERAN” 


Plan in the Church of the Ascension, 
Savannah, Georgia, Yields 500 
Per Cent Incréase 


FIVE HUNDRED per cent increase is not 
much if the starting point is low enough. 
Névertheless it is a big improvement. The 
pastor of the Church of the Ascension has 
hitherto been one of a multitude of U. L. 
C. A. pastors who have left THe LUTHERAN 
to paddle its own canoe among their peo- 
ple. Maybe it was the bright colored covers 
that waked him up. Or maybe he looked 
inside—who knows? Anyway he stirred. 
And, when he looked. about, he discovered 
that only two per cent of his members 
were subscribers to the official church 
paper. 

There was a kind of breeze stirring, from 
off the shoals that are strewn with human 
wreckage, and in that breeze there was a 
whispered comment: “It’s no use. Even 
church people are not interested in re- 
ligious literature. Trash! Trash! Trash! 
That’s all they want.” But another voice, 
from out a giant rock, said: “Why not give 
them a chance?” Why not. Yes, why not? 
And the pastor did. 

A few private contributions, and two 
hundred ninety-five trial subscriptions be- 
gan their weekly visits to the homes of 
non-subscribers. ‘“Where’s it coming 
from?” they asked. “Who’s sending it?” 
Well, we all like to get something free 
now and then. We'll walk a block to get 
a free sample of chewing gum. And how 
good it tastes, especially if it’s good chew- 
ing gum. The truth of the business is, 
Tue LUTHERAN is a good church paper. If 
you don’t believe it, just read it some- 
time. And that’s exactly what these non- 
subscribers did. They read it, and they 
liked it. That is, some of them did any- 
way. Maybe the others were too busy. 
People are that way, you know. But those 
who read it were right ready to scratch 
their names off the list of non-subscribers. 
The next question was, who was going to 
talk to them on the delicate subject of 
parting with their money? 


Young Women Take Over 


Strange how things work together in a 
crisis! When the critical moment arrives, 
the hero comes galloping up on his snow- 
white steed. In this case, though, it wasn’t 
a hero, but a whole flock of heroines. The 
younger women of the congregation de- 
cided just at that moment that they wanted 
to organize a new society for local work. 
And what they wanted to do they did. 
That’s what people usually do, isn’t at? 
The pity is that their “wants” don’t always 
make good reading in the church paper. 
At any rate these young women got their 
society organized March 6. And, between 
you and me, they’re live wires—seventy- 
five of them, charter members of what 
they’ve decided to call the Jennie Linn 
Guild, in honor of the pastor’s wife. And 
they’re good looking, too. Getting money 
is no problem for them. They just smile 
at sales resistance, and it folds right up. 

But wait a minute! You’re way ahead 
of me! You’ve figured out that these 
young women have already conquered the 
army of 295 non-subscribers, and that they 


are now selling Tar LutHeran to the Meth- 
odists and Baptists in the community. No, 
it’s not quite a’ easy as that. You'd be 
surprised how many people really haven’t 
any money left since Johnnie Jones’ Car- 
nival was in town—that is, of ¢ourse, not 
counting what they’re saving up to See 
“Pinocchio.” And even a genius, you know, 
can’t get blood out of a turnip. The mem- 
bers of the Guild thought they were pretty 
ambitious when they undertook to increase 
the subscription list from fourteen to one 
hundred. When they held their April 
meeting, they lacked only nineteen, and 
were still going strong. That’s where the 
five hundred per cent comes in. It’s already 
chalked up, waiting for the six hundredth 
to come along. 

But why make such an ade about sixty- 
seven néw subscriptions. That’s only a 
drop in the bucket. But, come to think 
of it, there’s many a bucket has been filled 
up with drops. Anyhow, who’s expecting 
to get a bucket brim full? Well, that’s that, 
and with that we’d better stop before we 
get into an argument. All I have to say 
is that, if sixty-seven congregations each 
got sixty-seven new subscriptions, THE 
LUTHERAN would be read enough to be out 
of the red. And here’s hip, hip, hurray 
for the Jennie Linn Guild! 

C. A. Linn. 


ACTIVE IN SERVICE 


South Carolina Congregation Distinguished 
by Fidelity and Benevolence 


A SMALL congregation in the Southern 
Conference in the South Carolina Synod 
boasts of a most interesting and useful 
service. Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
Cameron, S. C., is now ninety-seven years 
old. It is in a parish with the mother 
church, which was organized in 1745. Work 
began in this vicinity by Lutheran pastors 


as early as 1737. A large number of the’ 


members of Resurrection Church belong 
to families which have been in this com- 
munity more than two centuries. The 
small town of Cameron, where this church 
is located, is in a good farming section sit- 
uated near “Four Holes Swamp” and “Flea 
Bite Creek” on the “old state road” from 
Columbia to Charleston. Being in reach of 
larger towns, Cameron has little chance 
for much growth. The community is noted 
for. attractive homes, beautiful flowers, and 
boasts of the absence of a liquor store. 

A. mattress factory and a pecan plant 
are the only industries in this small town. 
Cotton is king. Other outstanding agri- 
cultural crops are asparagus, cantaloupes, 
beans, peas, corn, etc., also hog raising and 
dairying have been developed rather ex- 
tensively. 

Calhoun County, in which Cameron is 
located, has a negro population of 77 per 
cent and, according to an economic report, 
the relationship between whites and 
negroes is the best in the south. 

The Rev. Carl Caughman has been the 
efficient pastor of this progressive congre- 
gation for the past several years. Resur- 
rection Church has a confirmed member- 
ship of 159, and of this number 140 are 
listed as communing members. Contribu- 
tions per year show $10.00 per confirmed 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remissions of sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 


As on Calvary the power of God unto man’s salva- 
tion was not in darkness nor earthquake but in the 
Christ on the Cross, so on Pentecost the witness of the 
Comforter’s presence is not vested in sound or flame 
but in the proclamation of Peter, the Herald. From his 
mouth first issued the call that others after him would 
repeat and spread unto the uttermost parts of the earth. 


We look back nineteen centuries and see on a crowded 
plaza in Jerusalem the figure of this Galilean fisherman. 
With him as companions and fellow witnesses of Christ 
are apostles, but the observer’s eye focuses for the 
moment on the one man, the speaker for the occasion, 
the fearless challenger of his fellow countrymen and 
champion of Him in Whom their prophets’ promises 
were fulfilled. Never before and never again will a ser- 
mon of such significance be delivered. The voice that 
uttered the words was soon silenced and the platform 
on which he stood was leveled to the ground. Jeru- 
salem was destroyed and Peter’s brethren after the 
flesh were scattered among alien nations, but the mes- 
sage continues unto this present day. 

However, it is not to Peter that Pentecost owes ob- 


-servance after all the years since he was heard on 


Solomon’s porch in the Jewish capital. It is the message 


he was inspired to convey to mankind that has un- 


changing and imperishable value. It is the summation 
of milleniums of human experience and centuries of 
prophecy. It is the arresting cry of the herald through 


Oe: iZ eter Said 


For he promises unto you and to 
your children and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call. 


whom the Holy Spirit dictates, “Turn from evil ways 
to follow the Christ. Know that His promises extend 
beyond the life that now is and the earth on which you 
now dwell into the realms of spiritual fellowship and 
the abiding places prepared for all believers.” In the 
verses from Acts quoted above, one discerns the great 
command and the great promise. 

The same Holy Spirit proclaims now the same call 
and promise. And the Lord adds to His Church “daily 
such as should be saved.” We do not concern ourselves 
here with an effort to explain fore-knowledge, fore- 
ordination and predestination. It is enough to comment 
that faith in Jesus Christ creates a covenant between 
God and whosoever believes, and God never fails in 
His contracts. It is similarly true that repentance is an 
action that parallels saving faith. As little as a man can 
travel westward without following the course of the 
sun, so little can a man believe in Jesus and follow 
Satan. Repentance begins with an “about face” in 
human loyalties, wherein we turn from mammon to 
Christ. 

The Holy Spirit by whom the Pentecostal sermon of 
Peter was made “quick and powerful” continues to bless 
the Word as it is proclaimed. If with a mind obedient 
to the divine will, the preacher of today can bear wit- 
ness to the grace given us from God, they who hear 
and see him in his pulpit will be “pricked in their heart” 
and moved to inquire as did those who listened then— 
“what shall we do?” 
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Ths (Tisch in The News 


Our country should get church-convention conscious 
this year. Most of the large Protestant bodies are hold- 
ing national assemblies sometime in 1940. 

First on the list are the Methodists, who are now 
completing in Atlantic City the greatest gathering in 
their history. It is the first convention of a united 
Methodist church, which brings together “8,000,000 
people in a unified church organization. 

There have been complicated problems for this con- 
vention to solve, such as merging boards, agencies, and 
publications. 

“Each of the merging groups can already see that it 
has lost nothing, and has gained much of positive value,” 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell told representatives of the 
former Methodists of the North, Methodists of the 
South, and Methodist Protestants, who have united. 


Who Reads the Church Papers? 

The answer seems to 
be, Not as many peo- 
ple as we would like. 

Newsstands are 
loaded with periodicals 
of bewildering variety, 
which are bought in 
vast quantity. In com- 
petition with them, our 
serious and _ sober 
church papers have a 
hard battle. 

Six well-known Methodist weekly papers, according 
to Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, had a circulation in 1922 
of 250,311. In 1939 the circulation total was 220,727. 

The same story can be told in most church circles. 

The Churchman, much-respected periodical in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, is asking whether all 
church journalism must be keyed down to the level of 
the “gum-chewers’ tabloids.” Will it be necessary to 
put all the news in pictures, to save people the trouble 
of reading? And must discussion of all serious subjects 
be dropped, to save readers from the pain of thinking? 
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Here are some late figures on circulation of represen-. 


tative periodicals. They are worth thinking about. 


"DHE SLU THERAN Gi.6 5: sets. aeesaaits 1 ives vis aout avceae 20,109 
Watchman-Examiner (Baptist) .......cccsccsseeeees 11,192 
Christian Advocate, New York (Methodist)... 55,351 
The, Presbyterian! .cctievevonesrtet teers 10,500 
The Living Church (Episcopal) ...........sccccssessees 7,645 
America .(Roman Catholic) .....cccscccsseseserserseees 27,240 
Commonweal (Roman Catholic) ..........cccseee 15,000 
The* Christian (Century vss cca eters 29,911 
The Christian, Herald) n..0. cuties nner eie 252,881 
True Story.- Magazine ckiaacc cca eee 2,005,139 


People Are Always Moving 

And they don’t seem to move their church member- 
ship with them. Baptists report 315,000 non-resident 
members enrolled in churches of the Northern Baptist 
Convention. The Rev. Cecil Osborne is proposing an 


By G. ELsoN RUFF 


“ABC” plan, for Absentee Baptist Conservation. He 
wants an ABC secretary in each state. Lists of mem- 
bers moving out of town would be sent promptly to 
this secretary for forwarding to the proper churches. 
Mr. Osborne says that when people fail for six months 
or a year to change their church membership to their 
new locality, they are usually lost to the church. 


And Speaking of Baptists 


They have just dedicated a new Theological Sem- 
inary in suburban Philadelphia, right across the street 
from the magnificent Roman Catholic Seminary of St. 
Charles Borromeo. 

This is one of those surprises in the real estate busi- 
ness, like turning bank buildings into churches, and 
churches into movie houses. For the Baptists have 
bought a spacious apartment hotel building, “The Green 
Hill Farms Hotel” in Overbrook, near Philadelphia. 
They bought the property at a price considerably under 
its original cost. 

The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, which was 
organized fifteen years ago to meet a need for conser- 


vative training, has been located on Rittenhouse Square - 


in the heart of Philadelphia. It has 254 students en- 
rolled, providing college training for ministerial stu- 
dents as well as theological study. 


New Kind of Army Chaplain 


To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, in Rochester, N. Y., 
May 23-29, will come a proposal for taking away from 
chaplains in the armed forces their military rank, uni- 
form, and government pay. Ministers would serve the 
armed forces as representatives of the Church. 


More Catholics on the West Coast 

The Tidings, weekly paper of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, reports that of 30,359 children born in 1939 
within the counties of the Archdiocese, 11,481 (30 per 
cent) were baptized in the Catholic Church. The Cath- 
olic population of that area is only 11.5 per cent of the 
total population. 


Some of Our Own Progress 

And while we’re putting a lot of figures on the page 
this week, here are some encouraging ones from Dr. 
Walton H. Greever, secretary of the U. L. C. A.: 

Confirmed membership of the United Lutheran 
Church increased two per cent last year, Dr. Greever 
reports; a gain of 22,242 members, making a total of 
1,175,516. 

There was a surprising gain in the number of stu- 
dents preparing for the ministry. In 1939 there were 
662, 82 more than the previous year. 

Total expenditures of our churches rose to $17,390,710 
for the year, a three per cent increase since 1938. 
Church indebtedness dropped five per cent, being re- 
duced $957,251. Total property value of our churches 
is $155,297,968. 


IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.ius F. SEEBAcH 


- Red Cloud, a San Blas Indian, affords an interesting 
- illustration of the literate aspects of America as a “melt- 
ing pot” of the nations. Coming originally from the 
Aligandi reservation of Panama, of which his father, 
Antonio by name, was chief, he is now a laborer in the 
_ Erie Railroad freight yards at Jersey City, after wander- 
' ing all over the world for twenty years as a seaman. 
_ Last September he decided “to learn the white folks’ 
ways,” and enrolled in the city’s “literacy class.” His 
instructor, Charles Chandler, is a Harvard graduate, 
but he also happens to be a Negro; and so you have a 
most entertaining and instructive collaboration of three 
_ races—red, white and black—in America’s unique ex- 
_ ample to the world of a “land of all nations” accom- 
plished by encouragement and not by conquest. Red 
Cloud, who goes now by the name of Charles Owens, 
__ which he adopted from his old sea captain friend, is so 
_ pleased by having “learned enough to get along” during 
the past year, he intends now to enlarge his literacy 
by going to school again next year. 


5. Trying to Pick a satisfactory name for the present 
_ war is a ticklish job for the editors of newspapers and 
_ magazines. The conditions prove embarrassing. The 
_ stalemate on the western front offers the first difficulty, 
for the minimum of active fighting seems to make the 
_ word “war” hard to apply in such a title as “Second 
_ World War,” or “World War No. 2.” The Berlingske 
_ Tidende of Copenhagen recently published a state- 
ment, however, that opens a way for the solution of this 
problem. It points out that 1,530,000,000 people are 
living today in countries now at war, or nearly 70 per 
» cent of the world’s population; and these inhabit 
f 57,500,000 square miles, or 63 per cent, of the world’s 
a area. This suggests to the editor of The Living Age 
_ that the present conflict “might be labeled the ‘seven- 
_ tenths of the World War,’ or, for the newspapers’ con- 
_ venience, the ‘70 per cent World War.’” Yet even that 
_ is already doomed to oblivion, because Denmark, the 
home of Berlingske Tidende, and Norway have since 
_ been thrown into the caldron of war; Sweden, Holland, 
the Balkan States, Belgium, Switzerland and little 
Luxembourg, are being increasingly threatened; Italy 
is taking deep, noisy breaths for the dive in as she pulls 
at Spain. Soon only the Pope and Uncle Sam (with Mr. 
Taylor’s aid) will be left to keep the rest of the West- 
ern Hemisphere quiet—perhaps. It may have to be a 
World War after all. 


Religion Has Been coming in for some fair words 
lately from several sources. In response to a “mail 
symposium” sent out by the Rev. D. M. Gerow, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Washington, D. C., 
as part of the celebration of the church’s two hundredth 
anniversary. The questions were forwarded to four 
hundred “leaders in political, industrial, educational and 
publishing fields,” to which over half replied ( reported 
- April 3), and of these 25.6 per cent declared for a 

“clearer understanding and appreciation of religious and 

spiritual values.” The next largest group, 21 per cent, 

approximated that ideal by expressing the “need for 


sufficient educational training to enable young people 
to develop a sound philosophy of life and conduct.” 
President Roosevelt gave his vote for “a revival of a 
spirit of religion.” Business, in the person of Wendell 
L. Willkie, pleaded for “the necessity of jealously guard- 
ing the heritage of freedom—freedom to worship as they 
please.” While still another industrialist, Lammot du 
Pont, in a different group of business leaders and col- 
lege professors, pleading for “the virtues taught in the 
little red school house, such as thrift, honesty, industry 
and respect for the rights of others,” declared that “in 
the Bible can be found the elementary structure of this 
doctrine.” Are such truths vitiated when they are voiced 
by business? One of the educators present, Prof. G. T. 
Renner, seemed to think so, for he objected, “I am 
skeptical about teaching the good fundamental truths 
even if they have biblical sanction.” Since then, and 
independently, the National Committee for Religious 
Recovery has launched a program to “sell” a return of 
religion and church-going to meet the menace of evil 
“flaunted in our highways, flaunted in our press, ex- 
hibited to our children in their homes.” Whatever the 
varieties of opinion thus expressed, it is heartening to 
note the recognition and appreciation, at least the sober 
consideration, accorded religion by men of ideas and 
affairs alike. 


Portugal Is All Set for the launching this summer of 
the eight hundredth anniversary of her existence as a 
nation. The present insignificance of Portugal as a 
nation usually obscures the fact that she still admin- 
isters an extensive colonial empire, though with many 
misgivings for its continuance in her hands. In the 
present-day battle of the giants, Portugal has more than 
once been suggested for dismemberment to satisfy the 
demands of stronger nations for colonial expansion. 
Perhaps Portugal hopes to accomplish a double pur- 
pose by her celebration—to inspire her people to a 
loftier patriotism by the recollection of her past glories, 
and to suggest to her big sisters a more generous con- 
sideration in view of her past contributions to the 
geographic and economic wealth of the world. The high 
points in the celebration of these 800 years will be pre- 
sented throughout Portugal in three historical cycles. 
The first, the mediaeval period, will depict the driving 
out of the Moors and the establishment of the state. 
The second cycle will present Portugal’s imperialist 
expansion through her early dominance of the sea, 
when her captains mapped the coast of Africa; found 
the Australian continent; visited Ethiopia; took over 
Brazil; discovered the seaway to India, Greenland, 
Maylasia, China and Japan, and, through Magellan, 
circumnavigated the globe. Those were the days when 
Portugal compelled a Spanish pope, Alexander VI (a 
Borgia), to give her half of the newly discovered world. 
The third cycle will necessarily be more consciously 
apologetic, since it must reveal the progressive de- 
cadence of a once-mighty empire. That is another rea- 
son why Portugal needs to beat on her breast and drum 
up her courage to meet what the future threatens. 
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UNTO REGIONS ROUND ABOUT 


How Christianity Spread From Palestine Until Europe, Western Asia and Northern 
Africa Accepted the Gospel 


By JOHANNA R. M. Lypack, Chicago, Illinois 


ALTHOUGH the apostles at first limited their preaching 
to Jerusalem, the number of Christians increased so 
rapidly that at Pentecost “about three thousand” were 
baptized. Very soon many were driven out of the city 
by persecution, and wherever a follower of Christ set- 
tled down there grew up about him a community of 
believers, small, perhaps, but earnest and steadfast in 
the faith. 

Even then the apostles did not think of extending 
their preaching to any but Jews until Peter’s interpreta- 
tion of his vision at Joppa (Acts 11) convinced them 
that Gentiles were also entitled to hear the Word of 
God. This has been called one of the most momentous 
revolutions in the history of mankind. After that there 
gradually arose mixed congregations of Jews and 
pagans. The largest one of these was at Antioch in 
Syria, and Barnabas was sent to minister to it. Barnabas 
realized that this would be an important center for 
evangelistic work, but too vast a field for him to care 
for alone. There was need of a capable helper, a leader, 
a man strong and fearless, able to be “all things to all 
men,” and Barnabas thought he knew just the man for 
this work. 

Paul was at Tarsus, his home city, waiting for a field 
of labor to be shown him, and Barnabas called him to 
assist in caring for the congregation at Antioch. They 
spent one year there together, building up a church 
which, as Barnabas had foreseen, became the center 
from which the Gospel was spread among the Gentile 
nations. It was there the word Christian was first used. 


Key Cities 

With Antioch as his starting point Paul made three 
extensive missionary journeys through the Roman Em- 
pire, accompanied by one or more helpers. Churches 
were founded in the most important cities, and these 
became “key cities” from which Christianity was spread 
still farther. It has been truly said that “Paul found 
Christianity a Jewish sect and left it a world religion.” 

It is believed that Paul lost his life during the reign 
of Nero, in the first of the persecutions (A. D. 64-68) 
by which the Roman emperors sought to stamp out the 
Christian religion. These, instead of destroying the 
Church, gave it added strength. For while it was true 
that many weak and unstable members withdrew from 
the Church, those who remained were firmer in faith 
and more strongly united. Furthermore many pagans 
were won for the Church by witnessing the virtuous 
character of the Christians and the marvelous courage 
with which they met the tortures inflicted upon them. 
And the congregations that were broken up separated 
into smaller ones, covering wider territory and attract- 
ing more members. Thus the Church increased and 
grew stronger with each persecution. 

The words of Christ, “Many false prophets shall arise 
and shall deceive many” (Matt. 24: 11), were early 
verified, for new doctrines were proclaimed from time 


to time, the advocate of each being, of course, confident 
that his was the only right one, and winning many fol- 
lowers. In addition to these dissensions others rose 
over the Rule of Faith given the churches; which was 
interpreted differently in the various localities. So, 
although to outsiders the Church presented a united 
front, there were fierce dissensions within. 


Creed-making Council 

In the beginning of the fourth century Emperor Con- 
stantine renounced his divine title, which the Chris- 
tians refused to acknowledge, gave them full liberty 
to worship their own God, recognized the cross as a 
sacred emblem, and finally adopted the faith. In 325 
he called a council of all the Christian world to meet 
at Nicaea and establish one definite creed for all the 
churches, believing that this would put an end to dis- 
sensions. This council was attended by 318 bishops, 
many of whom bore marks of the torture inflicted on 
them during the persecutions. It proved a stormy meet- 
ing, and several creeds were proposed and rejected, 
but finally the one that has come down to us as the 
Nicene Creed was agreed upon. Some of the bishops, 
however, signed it with mental reservations or under 
protest. 

After this the Romans adopted the Christian religion 
and the pagan institutions were abandoned, one by one, 
the last being the School of Philosophy in Athens, which 
was closed in 529. 

But long before this the Great Migrations of the tribes 
of the North had begun. They forced their way into the 
Roman Empire and took possession of one province 
after the other, but they were in turn conquered by 
the Church, adopting its faith, and the old Roman 
Empire was still a Christian land. Many of those from 
the North had some previous acquaintance with the 
Christian religion. Soldiers, sailors and merchants 
brought home news of it, some of them returned con- 
verted, and their families joined them in Christian 


. worship. Captives taken in war and sold as slaves also 


communicated the story of the “White Christ” and won 
many to believe in Him. It must be borne in mind that 
such slaves were often men of high attainments and 
superior education, and when that was the case they 
were not consigned to menial tasks. Romans of high 
station employed slaves as secretaries and as instructors 
of their children. 


In the Land of Sheba 

In the fifth century two young slaves at the court of 
Abyssinia succeeded in converting the king and many 
others of high station. One of them, Frumentius, be- 
came the first bishop of that country. 

In 430 St. Patrick went to Ireland and in a compar- 
atively short time converted all of its inhabitants. Other 
missionaries came to Scotland, and in those two coun- 
tries grew up a church known as the Celtic. 


a EE 


a 


Early in the fifth century the Roman legions were 


driven out of the country about the Rhine by the 
_ Franks. These were pagans, but had some information 


about the Christian religion. In 581 Clovis, King of the 
Franks, being in danger of defeat in a battle, made a 
vow to the God of the Christians that he would accept 
their religion if victorious. His prayer was answered 


' and Clovis was baptized very soon after. But he was 


probably a virtual Christian before, or why did he not 


appeal to the pagan gods? 


About this time forty monks went to England, and 
with the co-operation of missionaries from the convents 
in Ireland and Scotland, converted the whole population. 

In the seventh century Mohammed began to preach 
his doctrine, and Christianity suffered a tremendous 
setback, Within a little more than a century Syria, 
Palestine, Egypt, Persia, North Africa and, for a time, 
Spain, had accepted the Moslem religion, and of the 
hundreds of Christian churches in those countries only 
a few remained, 

Boniface the Unifier 

On the European continent conversion was going 
steadily forward, chiefly through the efforts of Fran- 
ciscan and Dominican monks, but the greater number 
of the people were still pagans. The kings were chiefs 


_ of the churches, and this meant a separate organization 
in each country, with no unity between them, Winfred, 


the apostle of Germany (canonized as St. Boniface), 
realized that the only salvation of the Church would 
be a strong central power, and bent all his efforts to have 
this established. The Bishop of Rome was the most 
powerful of the church magnates, and he was finally 
declared Head of the Church, with the title of Pope. 

The Celtic Church differed from that of Rome on 
some minor points, and remained independent until 
the ninth century. 

In the first part of the ninth century a fearless and 


_ pious monk, Ansgar, ventured up to Denmark to preach 


the Gospel, The Scandinavian countries were consid- 
ered the end of the world (Ultima Thule), yet that was 
probably not the main reason why missionaries were 
so late in going there. It was more likely because of 
the fear of the dreaded Vikings, which had caused the 
people of the South to insert in their Litany this prayer: 
“From the fury of the Northman, good Lord, deliver us.” 


Permission Needed 

Ansgar found the Danes willing to listen, and in a 
short time messengers came from Sweden to King Louis 
the Pious of France, asking that a missionary be sent 
to their country. Ansgar gladly availed himself of the 
opportunity to spread the Gospel still farther. He was 
successful in making converts in Sweden also, then 
left and sent another to take his place. But that mis- 
sionary may have tried to use the violent measures em- 
ployed by many, for he was driven out of the country. 
Ansgar, who was made bishop of Northern Europe, 
returned to Sweden in 950. The king received him 
kindly, but would not give him permission to preach 


; _ until he had heard the will of the people at the Thing 


(Parliament), where from time immemorial all ques- 


__ tions of importance were decided. This was always held 


on a plain surmounted by a height, preferably a mound 
in which some renowned chief lay buried. The chiefs 


and judges took their places on the height, those who 
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had any matter to bring before them grouped them- 
selves about them, and around and below stood all the 
men of the country who wished to be present. All 
questions brought up were submitted to them and de- 
cided according to their vote, given with loud cries ot 
Yea or Nay, accompanied by pounding on their shields 
with the swords. 

When the question of allowing the missionary to 
preach was being discussed an old, respected man rose 
and said, “Many of us know that this God can be of 
great assistance to those who trust in Him. When our 
own gods are ungracious it would be well to have the 
favor of this God, Who is always willing to help those 
who call on Him.” 


The People’s Choice 

The people thought this wisely spoken, and it was 
decided by “popular vote” to have the Christian religion 
preached. 

Although Sweden received instruction in Christianity 
before Norway, the latter country was first to aceept it 
as a whole. But there the new religion was introduced 
by King Olaf Tryggvason, who, as Carlyle tells us, went 
“over Norway with a rough harrow of conversion,” 
pulling down temples and destroying images, until the 
people were compelled to submit, outwardly at least. 

About this time Iceland was settled and many there 
had accepted the new faith, but there was none of the 
intolerance experienced in other countries, for the Ice- 
lander considered a man’s religion a matter between 
him and his gods—a most remarkable opinion in that 
day and age. In 996 the first missionary, Thangbrand, 
was sent there by King Olaf. He began his work by 
using the same methods as the king, and was driven 
out of the country, Other missionaries came who used 
more judgment and were listened to willingly. As in 
Sweden, the question was decided by the people. It 
was the Althing that banished the first missionary, and 
at the Althing of the year 1000 the Christian religion 
was adopted. But when it came to the next step, bap- 
tizing the converts in nearby water, they rebelled, They 
did not believe it a necessary act of deyotion to be im- 
mersed in cold water. Fortunately Iceland has many 
warm springs, where the proselytes could be baptized 
comfortably, 


Leif Ericsson a Missionary 

Christianity was simultaneously introduced in Green- 
land by that intrepid voyager and ardent missionary, 
Leif Ericsson. He had accepted the faith while on a 
visit to the court of Norway, and took back with him 
one priest and several laymen to assist him in convert- 
ing his people. They worked with such success that the 
whole population of Greenland was Christianized in a 
short time. 

During the next four centuries all of the remaining 
pagan countries of Europe were Christianized, the last 
one being Lithuania, in 1386. Conversion was brought 
about by edict of the rulers, sometimes at the edge of 
the sword. Undoubtedly many still clung, openly or 
secretly, to their old beliefs, and others merely included 
Christ and the saints among their other deities, but 
officially all of Europe, with the exception of Turkey, 
was united under the Banner of the Cross. Under the 
forms of government then in operation, what the state 
decreed the people accepted. 


THE LUTHERAN 


Returned From the Far East 


Missionary Roy M. Dunkelberger, D.D., Home From India by Way of China, 
Japan, and the Pacific Ocean 


(An Interview) 


By Happy coincidence it was convenient for Tur 
LUTHERAN to have an interview with the Rev. Dr. Roy 
M. Dunkelberger, who on last April 4 landed in San 
Francisco. His furlough year was due him after five 
and one-half years spent in mission work in India. Con- 
trary to the usual custom, it was not deemed wise for 
him to journey home by way of the Red Sea, Suez 
Canal, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Atlantic Ocean; 
the trip to America by that route being subjected to 
possibilities arising from mines, torpedoes and battle- 
ships. Instead he left India on boats that would use as 
their harbors Colombo, Ceylon; Singapore, Straits Set- 
tlements; Manila, Philippine Islands; Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Tsingtao, China; Kobe and Yokohama, Japan; 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands; and San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia; and a trans-America railroad. It was a journey 
approximating fifteen thousand miles in length and 
occupying more than seven weeks in time. 


Political Questions Figure 

Naturally our first question had to do with the con- 
ditions with which our missionaries in the Far East 
are concerned. Dr. Dunkelberger stated that consider- 
able political uncertainty and competition existed in 
India, where Congress party ministries in six provinces 
had resigned and refused to co-operate with the gov- 
ernment since the outbreak of the war in Europe. He 
said, however, that there had not been any active ob- 
struction of the government by the Congress party up 
to the time he left India February 21. The work of our 
mission in India in all departments was being carried 
on without hindrance in the normal way. Dr. Dunkel- 
berger had great satisfaction in reporting that in China 
and in Japan international strife has on the whole not 
adversely affected the prosecution of the Gospel in 
American missions. What it has done has affected travel. 
Ports of entry are heavily fortified and sown with mines 
so placed as to leave only a very narrow channel that 
is safe for entry and exit. “As we departed from the 


harbor at Singapore,” said the Doctor, “we could see. 


to one side of our ship the masts protruding above the 
water, the only visible portion of a Norwegian boat that 
had blundered into a mine field, struck a mine and 
sunk.” 

With reference to Christian work in China Dr. 
Dunkelberger observed that, if there is any distinction 
between its effectiveness now and in former years, the 
difference is on the side of the present. The tenets and 
effects of Christianity upon the people stand out in vivid 
contrast to the teachings of other cults. Especially is 
there favorable reception of the missionary and his 
message in portions of China which are still definitely 
in control of the Chinese. On this point the Doctor 
referred to information which he had received from the 
secretary of the United Church of Christ in China. He 
had just returned from a visit to Chungking, the present 
capital of China. He stated that he found the Chinese 


authorities very friendly to Christian missions and work. 

Dr. Dunkelberger said with reference to the work 
which is distinctively in our charge in the Shantung 
peninsula of China, that the missionaries are carrying 
on as usual. This is territory occupied by the Japanese. 
Naturally this causes some inconvenience. However, 
the response to the Gospel message on the part of the 
Chinese and the increase in church membership has 
never been better than at the present time. To some 
extent this is due to the fact that the Chinese observed 
that Christians received much better treatment from the 
Japanese soldiers at the time of the occupation than 
non-Christians, and that Christian mission compounds 
and those in them as a general thing were not molested. 
When we suggested that this was certainly a very vivid 
testimony to the superiority of the Christian religion, 
Dr. Dunkelberger said, “Yes, but it has its difficult side. 
The Chinese are not unobservant nor stupid. When 
they see that connection with the Christian Church is 
likely to shield them from difficulties, they sometimes 
use that shelter as an excuse for becoming Christians.” — 

Replying to a question with reference to the health 
of the missionaries of the United Lutheran Church in 
Japan, Dr. Dunkelberger informed us that at the time 
of his leaving there, all, so far as he knew, were in good 
health. They are pursuing their work in much the 
same way as that to which they were accustomed before 
international strife began. 


Nationalistic Signs 

We inferred from comments made by the Doctor that 
recognition of the emperor is the focus of the policy of 
stimulating patriotism among the people. “A visitor to 
the country notices,” he said, “that there are special 
requirements for the exhibition of the emperor’s picture. 
in institutions of the country. In the schools, for ex- 
ample, there is a special place constructed in which the 
emperor’s picture is kept. When displayed, under cer- 
tain circumstances the people when they pass the pic- 
ture bow to it. There is an official interpretation that 
this is a patriotic salute and not necessarily religious. 
There seems to be a good deal of difference of opinion 
as to the real meaning of this act. In general, Christian 
missions, of course, interpret the act as a salutation to 
the head of the state and not as devotion to divinity.” 

Dr. Dunkelberger informed us that he had many fel- 
low travelers on this trip. Most of those who had oc- 
casion to leave India and the other Far East ports to 
come to America chose the route which he was follow- 
ing across the Pacific. Many of these fellow travelers 
were missionaries returning to their country. This sug- 
gested an inquiry concerning the effects of the war upon 
fields in India which missionary societies located in Ger- 
many had sponsored. Dr. Dunkelberger explained that 
as soon as the war in which Germany and Great Britain 
are engaged was announced to the government of India, 
steps were promptly taken to intern all men of German 
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citizenship in India. This, of course, included mission- 


aries as well as persons pursuing commercial and 


diplomatic objectives. But these quite drastic regula- 
tions were modified soon after they were issued. The 
government readily responded to the pleas of represen- 
tatives of the Federation of Lutheran Churches in India 
and the National Christian Council on behalf of the 
German missionaries. A large number of the German 
missionaries have now been released on parole that they 
will not do or say anything that might embarrass the 
Indian government. 


Confusion Less Than in 1914 
At this point we asked Dr. Dunkelberger whether he 
was in India during the period of the previous World 
War. He answered in the affirmative and followed his 
response with the observation that many things that 
were deemed necessary in 1914 did not occur in 1939. 
There was not the same confusion on the part of the 


civil officials that was noticeable in 1914. Everything 


seemed to have been carefully prepared. With reference 
to German missionaries and mission operations carried 
on by them he continued, “The policy pursued with ref- 
erence to missionaries enabled them to return to their 
stations, but it did not solve the problem of international 
exchange nor of financial support. No money was re- 
ceived from Germany for the support of the work in 
the Gossner, Leipzig, and Schleswig-Holstein mission 
fields after the first of September. Missionary organiza- 
tions resident in India acted promptly to provide such 
relief as was within their resources. But since the sur- 
plus is never large in a field, the brethren of the 
churches there could not carry unassisted the financial 
burden that came upon them for any length of time. 
This burden, by the way, included not only the support 
of missionaries from abroad but the upkeep of the fields 
and the remuneration of the workers who are of Indian 
birth.” 

Appeal was at once made to the Executive Committee 
of the Lutheran World Convention, and steps were 
taken by that committee to take over the support of 
these fields. 

We seized upon the opportunity to inquire of Dr. 
Dunkelberger concerning construction work now in 
process on the campus of Andhra Christian College. 
A short time ago THE LUTHERAN was remembered by 
the missionaries in India with the 
photograph of what we call the U. L. 
C. A. family over there, the occasion of 
the picture being their assembly in 
Guntur in connection with a_ short 
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GUNTUR COLLEGE 


, INDIA, SHOWING “OLD MAIN” TOWER AND THE UHL BUILDINGS USED FOR COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL 


CHURCH SPIRES 
By William James Robinson, Kansas City, Mo. 


How very beautiful are all church spires! 
They stand like sentinels by day and night 
To point men to the city of delight 
Where all abounds integrity desires. 
Within our souls they kindle holy fires 
That burn away the shame of sinful blight 
And fix our hearts on Him Whose blood gives might 
To overcome and do all God requires. 


They speak of Christ in tones all understand, 
They whisper of the love that brought Him nigh, 
And mutely plead with men to do His will. 
They fan our hopes to walk the golden strand, 
And tell of mansions we may occupy 
When we shall leave our earthly domicile. 


session of the Mission Council the first week of Feb- 
ruary. Readers of THE LUTHERAN of some years’ stand- 
ing will remember the special appeal that was made 
“over here” in behalf of a fund which could be used 
“over there” for more adequate, higher education. 
There was the possibility, when this fund was sub- 
scribed and paid, that there might be a combination 
of our college at Guntur and another Christian col- 
lege, the merged institution being located at Bezwada. 
While the combination took place, the location proved 
inexpedient and a considerable part of the fund was 
placed in reserve for future use. It is now in process 
of taking form in buildings. The administration build- 
ing which is now going up will contain, in addition to 
some classrooms, the library, a large assembly hall, and 
the offices of administration. Also in process of com- 
pletion was the second wing of Heyer Hall hostel (we 
would say boarding house) for the accommodation of 
students at the college. The Church in America will 
rejoice with their brethren in India at this progress of 
a great school. 

Dr. Dunkelberger’s present residence is at Gettys- 
burg, where he and Mrs. Dunkelberger will be at home 
with Mrs. Dunkelberger’s father, the beloved former 
missionary in India, Dr. John Aberly, now president of 
Gettysburg Seminary. THe LUTHERAN 
will take advantage of Dr. Dunkel- 
berger’s stay in America when infor- 
mation available through his years of 
residence in India is sought. 
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FROM LAWYER TO PRIEST 


In our Year Book for 1940; opposite day number 7 
in the calendar for May, one reads, “Luther ordained 
to priesthood, 1507.” We do not recall any extended 
notice of that occurretce. May 7 does not rate as an 
anniversary. In fact, there is some uncertainty about 
the day of the month on which the rite was admin- 
istered. In a chronology of the great reformer which 
the Lutheran Cyclopedia quotes, May 2 is given. But all 
are in agreement that the year was 1507. 

Only the tremendous changes that took place in 
Luther’s convictions and career a decade later account 
for the reduction in importance of his ordination to the 
Romati Catholic priesthood. It was not a sudden move 
on his part: his déterminatioti to forsake the ¢aréer of 
law which his father desired him to ptirsue followed 
crucial experiences, but he was a novice in the Augus- 
tinian convent in Erfurt for one year and to this a year 
of theological preparation was added before the vows 
of the priest were taken by him. There was no outward 
pressure used to land him “in holy orders.” 


The chasm between Luther the priest and Luther the 
evatigelical minister, teacher, and defender of Biblical 
atithority is of width too gréat to bridge easily. The 
difference between an ordained priest and an evah- 
gelical preacher baffles brief description. A man or- 
dained to the priesthood in Luther’s day was credited 
with éndowments superior to human gifts and beyond 
human attainment by other than the hands of the suc- 
cessors of the apostles. As administrants of the seven 
sacraments—Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, Confirmation, 
Ordination, Penance, Marriage, and Extreme Unction 
—the priest might well esteem himself as peculiarly the 
representative of God on earth. In every movement, 
in every event to which men and women contribute a 
part, the présefice, if not the functioning, of a priest 
was necessary. In fact, it was said that with a certain 
baton of the Middle Ages his priest’s prayers were 
deemed essential to a successful invasion of a neigh- 
bor’s land or a holdup of itinerant mercharits. 


And not the least of the attractiveness of the priest- 
hood to a bright young man were the variéty ahd im- 
portance of the rites assigned for his exclusive per- 
formanee. That he could enact the miracle of the mass 
wherein he was the means by which earthly bread 
and wine were transformed into the true body and blood 
of Christ and remairied so was recognized as an act of 
God in which he was the implement. In and about his 
presence divinity was found. People crossed themselves 
when they passéd him. If he came to a home, they 
knelt at his entrance. He was ati object of reverence. 

For young men of talent the career of which ordina- 
tiofi to the priesthood was the entrance was one of un- 
limitéd opportunities. The great figures in government 
anid society were the bishops or the carditials. 


Strangely enough, Luther was motivated by fear and 
not by ambition when he forsook the study 6f law to 
qualify for ordination. What a paradox! The represeti- 
tative of divinity to the people seeking in vain to find 
a good and graciotis God! Curious phenomenon of one 
period in Christianity, when a Reformation was begun 
by a devout and sincere priest! 


THE LUTHERAN 


Saou Sn fences 


Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not depart therefrom. 


Proverbs 22: 6 


“Habit with him was all the test of truth; 
‘Tt must be right: I’ve done it from my youth.’” 


* * * 


Whatsoever thy harid findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor kriowl- 
edge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest. 

Ecclesiastes 9: 10 


“No nian is born into the world whose work 
Is not borh with him; there is always work 
And tools to work withal, for those who will; 
And blessed are the herny hands of toil!” 


* * * 


Jesus said utito them, A prophet is not without honor 
save in his owt country and in his own house. And he 
did not many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief. Matthew 13: 57, 58 


“Withhold not good from them to whorn it is due, when 
it is in the power of thine hand to do it.” 


* * * 


He said unto them, It is not for you to know times 
arid seasons which the Father hath put into his own 
power. But ye shall receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you. Acts 1:7, 8 


“O strength and Stay upholding all creation, 
Whoever dost Thyself unmoved abide, 
Yet day by day the light in due gradation 
From hour to hour through all its changes guide.’ 


* * * 


There is no respect of petsons with God. 
Romans 2: 11 


“Just are the ways of God, 
And justifiable to men.” 


* * * 


Can any hide himself in secret so that I shall not see 
him? saith the Lord. Jeremiah 23: 23 


“If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the 
night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness 
hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day.” 


* * * 


Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity. Psalm 133: 1 


“There with commutual zeal we both had strove 
In acts of dear benevolence and love; 
Brothers in peace, not rivals in command.” 
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Bid Be ehions 


The idea that children develop strength of character 
by a minimum of parental control and a maximum of 
self-determination is more than a false theory: it is a 
form of neglect by those who are responsible for the 
future of their offspring and of the generation after 
their own. Training produces habits, and good habits 
are most valuable legacies. Indifference to child training 
offends God. 


We sometimes smile when a radio announcer in one 
form or another exhorts his listeners to “do it now.” 
Obviously one cannot go immediately to buy a brand 
of medicine or a kind of soap or some household com- 
modity, but the man at the microphone is no regarder 
_ of previous engagements. And the spirit of his method 
is correct. Much that needs doing would be done if 
begun in time. 


Somewhere we have read concerning the brothers 
and sisters of Napoleon that they never could under- 
stand why he succeeded as he did. “Only his mother 
appreciated him, and her regard for his talents did not 
prevent her demand for his obedience.” It is said of 
genius that if appears without warning in unforeseen 
places with no respect for rules. The attitude of Jesus’ 
brethren illustrates His own comment. 


It is a curious habit of the earthly way of thinking to 
give a prominent place to the calendar. The query 
“when?” is among the first of human attitudes; often it 
has precedence over the answers to “what” and “where.” 
We suspect that our experiences with uncertainty are 
of such frequency as to make us try to date whatever 
meets us in thought. It is a weakness in a divinely 
ordered life. 


What Paul wrote to fellow Christians at Rome about 
equality before God was intended for correction of 
pride. He bade them take care to avoid judging others, 
since the measure they used would be applied to them. 
It is the only instance of which we know where a 
human standard is given so high an importance. One 
frightens himself by substituting himself for a neighbor. 


Neither the prophet Jeremiah nor the psalmist would 
have thought of a modern social condition in which 
Edgar Hoover was the chief actor and “Crime does not 
pay” the popular slogan. But there is nothing new in 
discerning the vanity of resorting to evil. Even though 
iniquity is not always traced by the police to those guilty 
of misdeeds, they, through conscience and misfortunes, 
are made aware of their sinning. 


More than half a century ago, an elderly gentleman, 
the head of an influential college, read the 133d Psalm 
when the students assembled for the first time in the 
school year. It was his way of life, his conception of 

_ domestic happiness and his policy of social management. 
Doubtless thousands of young men and women some- 
what unconsciously imprinted this truth upon their 
hearts. And why not? 


PRAYER 


Btiessinc and honor, and glory and praise be unto 
Thee, O our God, Who dost ever surround us with Thy 
loving kindnesses and tender mercies; Who art exalted 
in Thy unapproachable holiness and majesty, yet art 
our welcoming Father in Thy great love in Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son: Attune our hearts to worthy laud by the grace 
of Thy hallowing Spirit, and accept, we beseech Thee, 
O Father, the sacrifice of praise and adoration which 
we now spread before Thee, that as our lips speak Thy 
Name our spirits may rejoice in Thee and our lives 
extol Thy glory; through the Same, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

—Collects and Prayers, U. L. C. A. Board of Publication. 


PRAISE 


THE organ together with the choir stands for the 
element of praise in the worship of the Church and in 
the life of the Christian. The songs of praise have always 
been the soul’s peculiar way of pouring out its very life 
to God. When the man realizes God’s love and forgive- 
ness in Holy Baptism and Absolution, and when he 
learns again from lectern and pulpit the story of that 
love in the life and death of our blessed Lord, his soul 
must break forth into song. 

In the songs of triumph upon the shores of the Red 
Sea answered by the timbrels of Miriam and her 
maidens, in the psalms of David and the Jewish Church, 
in the burst of song from the catacombs and mon- 
asteries, in the hymns of Bernard, Wesley, and Heber 
and many thousand others, have the tongues and souls 
of men tried to tell God that He had touched and won 
them forever. 

Praise lifts the soul above itself and all things earthly: 
it places it in heaven with God where only the sound 
of victory is heard; it is the promise and taste of its real 
life here and hereafter. 

But the melody does not stop when the organ ceases 
or when the choir is still. Praise should be the day-long 
attitude of the Christian soul. The stain of sin, the 
wounds of sorrow have been washed and healed in the 
sacraments of the Church, the very touch of our Lord 
Himself; and what answer can the soul give but the 
answer of a life full, always full—of praise and thanks- 
giving, of joy and song! 

—Rev. Dr. Thomas A. Conover in the Living Church. 


SANCTITIES 


THE sanctity of marriage was much in the mind of the 
Apostle Paul. He found in the Corinthian Church low 
ideals of marriage and a desire in some places to exer- 
cise unacceptable liberties. The purity of the marriage 
bond must be observed in all loyalty and sincerity. The 
question of mixed marriages has always been a difficult 
and delicate problem whose best solution is a marriage 
according to the will of God. 

The sanctity of personality was dear to the apostle’s 
mind; each life by itself belonged to God and by the 
purchased rights of Jesus Christ should be completely 
dedicated in body, mind, and spirit. Every part of life 
belongs to God all the time. He accepts no divided offer- 
ing; each personality is a unit of life and being; the 
whole self is to be dedicated. 
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GUESTS OF NORTH CAROLINA 


BOARD OF AMERICAN 
MISSIONS AND STAFF AT 
WILMINGTON, 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Delightful Hospitality 
Challenging Opportunities 
Local Circumstances 


By Secretary Z. M. Corbe 


INVITED by the president of the Synod 
of North Carolina, the Synodical Mission 
Committee, Pastor Walter B. Freed and 
St. Paul’s Church of Wilmington, N. C., 
and on the earnest appeal of Mr. Louis 
Hanson, the Board of American Missions 
accepted an invitation to hold its April 
meeting in Wilmington, N. C. It was a 
pleasure to leave behind the cold and 
darkened skies of the north and dwell for a week in 
glorious sunshine amid the luxuriant flowers of the 
south. The warmth of the reception given by the mem- 
bers of St. Paul’s and the bounteous meals served daily 
by the good ladies in the parish house, together with the 
banquet in the Hotel Cape Fear, where our host, Mr. 
Louis Hanson, presided, the speeches of welcome and 
the responses, as well as the musical program will lin- 
ger long in the memory of all who were present. 

The Board sessions were opened with the full Matin 
Service conducted in the beautiful auditorium of St. 
Paul’s Church, where the Board sessions were held. 
The service was in charge of Pastor Freed and the sing- 
ing was led by the vested choir. The regular business 
of the Board occupied the members during the day. 
Among some of the important items that should be 
noted are the challenging mission opportunities which 
at present confront the Board. The catastrophe in 
Europe has moved the Dominion of Canada to offer 
homes in that country for 100,000 Finns when they are 
able to emigrate. As the Finns are 98 per cent Lu- 
theran, and since the work among them in Canada is 
the special responsibility of the United Lutheran 
Church, a great task is in the making for this Board. 


Closer Relations 

The second challenging opportunity is the closer af- 
filiation of the Icelandic Synod with the United Lu- 
theran Church. This will bring to this Board a mission 
task of large proportions. The colonies of Icelanders 
scattered in northwestern Canada and on the Pacific 
Coast have long been unshepherded, due to the financial 
inability of the synod to provide support for the needed 
pastors. 

The third opportunity before the Board is the appeal 
of the Japan Lutheran Church that something be done 
for the 70,000 American-born Japanese and the Lu- 
therans of our own mission who have come to the 
West Coast, a problem that has been before the Board 
for the past year. 

The most encouraging feature of the meeting was the 
large building activity that has characterized the mis- 


Counting the 
churches already built and the projects now under way, 
there will be more missions housed in two years than 
in any previous period in the history of our mission 
work, 


sion activities at the present time. 


S. Frederick Telleen, Treasurer 

Treasurer Walker, who resigned last October as Sec- 
retary of the Department of Church Extension, to ac- 
cept the Managership of the Publication House and 
who graciously continued as treasurer, felt constrained 
because of the heavy duties of his present position to 
resign as treasurer, effective as of June 30. The Board 
was most fortunate in securing for this position Mr, S. 
Frederick Telleen, who retired January 1, 1940, as the 
second vice-president of the Chase National Bank of 
New York City and who, desiring to serve his beloved 
church with the time now at his disposal, has accepted 
the treasurership. Both Mr. Walker and Mr. Telleen 
receive no salary for their duties as treasurer. 

Pastor Freed of St. Paul’s at the earnest request of 
some who enjoyed the sessions, consented to furnish ad- 
ditional facts concerning the place of meeting and the 
impressions made by the Board. He writes: 

“The church building in which the Board meetings 


_were held was erected in 1859, and St. Paul’s congre- 


gation has had an eventful history. During the Civil 
War, following the fall of Fort Fisher, the church build- 
ing was occupied by Federal troops. The pews were 
used for firewood, and the interior of the church other- 
wise demolished; so that not until 1869 was the building 
restored and used again as a place of worship. 

“From that time on, St. Paul’s has had a steady 
growth. At the present time it has a membership of 
over seven hundred, and during the past ten years St. 
Paul’s has paid more in benevolence, per confirmed 
member, than any other congregation in the synod. 

“For many years St. Paul’s, Wilmington, was the only 
Lutheran church in eastern North Carolina. Then about 
forty-five years ago, a sister congregation, St. Mat- 
thew’s, was started in Wilmington. Later, the mission- 
ary zeal of certain pastors and laymen of St. Paul’s ex- 
pressed itself in establishing mission churches through- 
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out North Carolina. In recent years, through the efforts 
of the North Carolina Synod and the substantial as- 
sistance of the Board of American Missions, other con- 
gregations have been organized in eastern North Caro- 
lina. Fayetteville, Goldsboro, and Rocky Mount are 
excellent mission congregations located in growing 
towns; each has built, or is in process of building, a 
beautiful church. This is only a sample of the work of 
expansion the United Lutheran Church has done, and 
is still doing, in North Carolina. A large part of this 
has been made possible because of the interest and help 
of the Board of American Missions. 

“The results of this work in North Carolina will be 
far-reaching, with ramifications which will touch the 
whole church. Established congregations which preach 
the Gospel of Christ and administer the Sacraments will 
create Christian homes, and from these homes will 
emerge leaders, not only for the Lutheran Church but 
Christian leaders for responsible positions in secular 
activities. That in itself means much in these times. 


Privilege Enjoyed 

“The Board of American Missions, naturally, made 
certain impressions upon the membership of St. Paul’s. 
It was an inspiration to us who are somewhat away 
from the centers of Lutheranism, to have this Board 
and staff meet in Wilmington. To fellowship with those 
who are directing the missionary and expansion work 
of our Church in the Americas created further interest 
in the whole work of the Church on the part of St. 
Paul’s congregation. 

(Continued on page 21) 


KANSANS IN CONVENTION 
Reported by Pastor S. M. Hamrick 


WHEN the Synod of Kansas and Adjacent States met 
at St. Mark’s Church in Atchison, April 1-4, it convened 
one of its most harmonious and profitable sessions in 
some years. Reports were for the most part concise and 
encouraging. The majority of the synodical officers were 
re-elected and the sessions were completed on time, 
Thursday noon, April 4. 

Andreas Bard, D.D., Ph.D., Kansas City, Mo., was 
elected president for his second term, and the Rev. 
W. W. Klover, Kansas City, Kan., was re-elected for his 
fifth consecutive term. The synodical treasurer, Louis 
T. Bang, Emporia, made his twenty-fourth consecutive 
entrance into his office. For statistician, Wayne Easter- 
day, Topeka, was elected; historian, E. E. Stauffer, D.D , 
Wichita; editor of the Kansas Synod Lutheran, the Rev. 
Ernest Tonsing, Wellington; Tabitha Home trustee, 
William R. Guenther, St. Joseph, Mo.; Midland College 
trustees, Dr. J. A. McCulloch, Kansas City, Mo., and 
John F. Reinhardt, M.D., Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Pastors who had entered the synod since the last 
annual meeting were received and introduced by Pres- 
ident Bard, as follows: the Rev. J. Ernest Messer, 
Greenleaf; the Rev. E. H. Gilmer, New Cambria; the 
Rev. Elton Englehard, Glasco; the Rev. George Eller, 
Beloit; and the Rev. Alvin Havekost, Wichita. 

Comprehensive explanations of the Church’s opera- 
tions in their various capacities were made by Dr. M. R. 
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Hamsher, Harrisburg, Pa., representing the United Lu- 
theran Church in America; Dr. Martin Schroeder, Lin- 
coln, Nebr., rural work specialist with the Board of 
American Missions; and Dr. A. M. Knudsen, American 
Secretary of the Board of American Missions. Midland 
College and Western Seminary were represented by 
Prof. William E. Rangeler, Fremont, Nebr. Dr. M. E. 
Ritzen, superintendent, spoke for Tabitha Home. 

W. H. Traub, D.D., Omaha, Nebr., was the inspira- 
tional speaker, and B. R. Lantz, D.D., Salina, conven- 
tion chaplain. 

Merger of Synods 

A matter of general interest was the proposed merger 
of the Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Midwest Synods into 
one synodical body. Although a model constitution was 
made available to the delegates, it was thought proper 
that consideration could not be given in the time avail- 
able. A motion therefore passed that the three confer- 
ences of the Kansas Synod discuss the matter at their 
forthcoming fall meetings, and make recommendations 
at next year’s sessions. 

Among extraordinary reports at synod were the 
mimeographed products of the statistician, Wayne 
Easterday, and that of the Leadership Training Camp 
Committee, presented by Chairman O. W. Ebright of 
Emporia. 

Synod’s only octogenarian, A. B. Schrader, D.D., 
Kansas City, Kan., was present, and took an active part 
in synodical business. 

In the Brotherhood Convention, meeting the after- 
noon and evening of April 3, the officers of a number 
of years’ standing were re-elected: President, Evan 
Tonsing, Atchison; vice-president, R. F. Rifenbary, St. 
Joseph, Mo.; secretary, Frank Shaffer, M.D., Salina; 
treasurer, Edward Goult, Kansas City, Mo. The Rev. 
Dr. M. R. Hamsher, the Rev. Dr. W. H. Traub, and Carl 
Brown, publisher of the Atchison Daily Globe, were 
speakers at the inspiring banquet at which attendance 
exceeded two hundred. 


Younger Members Confer 

Luther Leaguers continued the practice begun last 
year of holding their session Monday night in the church 
auditorium. State President Jack Fisher, St. Joseph, 
Mo.; the Rev. Fred Bloch, Oklahoma City, Okla.; and 
the Rev. A. J. Beil, Topeka, Kan., organized the pro- 
gram. A massed choir of young people from Leagues 
of the Eastern Conference was directed by Evan 
Tonsing. 

The synodical Women’s Missionary Society, holding 
their convention concurrently with synod, elected Mrs. 
W. W. Klover, Kansas City, president; Miss Helen Fink, 
Atchison, recording secretary; Miss Stella Ehret, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., statistical secretary; and Mrs. 
W. C. Jacobson, Oklahoma City, Okla., treasurer. 


Delegates to U. L. C. A. Convention 

Clerical: Dr. Andreas Bard, ex-officio; W. W. Klover; 
S. A. Hamrick, Atchison; A. J. Beil, Topeka. Alternates: 
Eugene Harrison, Hutchinson; R. R. Pfeiffer, Eureka; 
O. W. Ebright, Emporia; E. E. Stauffer, Wichita. Lay: 
Dr. H. E. Harvey, Salina; H. H. Wehry, Hutchinson; 
Frank Schaeffer, Kansas City, Mo.; J. C. Lazarus, 
Tulsa, Okla. Alternate: A. F. Myser, Emporia; Fred 
Kloepper, Lancaster; A. P. Sanborn, Chapman; R. E. 
Hangen, Wellington. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


eACROSS THE ‘DESK 


THANKS AWFULLY! 


Onty rarely do we have occasion to use the phrase 
under which this paragraph is written. Thankfulness 
with us is the product of the gentler, more constructive 
surroundings and forces of daily life. When, as has 
happened occasionally, a crisis has been successfully en- 
dured, a danger escaped, or a benefit received, we have 
been truly, abundantly, completely grateful, but not 
awfully so. But an exception has occurred. We learn 
from a reliable source that “the mystery of the sun’s 
inexhaustible energy has been solved.” “It will shine 
for (12,000,000,000) twelve billion years more.” 

It is surely a great relief to this greatly harassed gen- 
eration of the sons of Adam to know that resort to sub- 
stitutes for sun light or sun heat is not like prosperity— 
“4st around the corner.” We shall now cross that par- 
ticular danger off our personal list. We shall not even 
caution the grandchildren of our contemporaries that 
they need not worry to the degree of distraction. Let us 
and them devote our mental energies to thankfulness 
that there are among us savants who can find why the 
sun is able to burn up 4,000,000 tons of its mass per 
second and not be ashes at the close of five billion years. 
We quote the final paragraphs, explaining the mystery, 
omitting what was written about five preceding stages: 


“In the sixth phase, the nitrogen of mass 15 is attacked 
for the last time by the highly excited hydrogen atoms in 
the bowels of the sun. At this point a miracle happens. 

“The addition of an extra positive charge, or proton, to 
the nitrogen of mass 15 gives the nucleus eight protons and 
eight neutrons. Such an atom, of course, is ordinary oxygen. 

“However, instead of the atom remaining in this state, it 
splits up into two parts, one containing two protons and 
two neutrons, while the other has the balance of six pro- 
tons and six neutrons. 

“Now an atom containing two protons and two neutrons 
is helium, while an atom of six protons and six neutrons 
is carbon. In other words, the sun had eaten its carbon and 
has it, too, the same amount of carbon that 6,550,000 years 
previously had been attacked by the hydrogen atoms and 
turned into nitrogen of mass 13. 

“At this stage the “Cosmic Phoenix,’ having risen out of 
its ashes, is once more attacked by the hydrogen to begiv 
the cycle all over again.” 


FACTS ABOUT COLLEGES 

The Presbyterian Tribune in its issue of April 11 has 
an article of which the title is, “America and Church 
Colleges.” It is therein stated that approximately 1,700 
colleges and universities have been established, of 
which 700 are “church related,” 550 are tax-supported, 
and 450 are independent institutions of higher learning. 
The Christian Advocate (Methodist), in an April num- 
ber, under the heading, “The Christian Element in Edu- 
cation,” also presents impressive facts. From among 
them we quote: “The church has been the pioneer agent 
of education in America. Of the 119 colleges first 
founded east of the Mississippi River, 104 were church 
colleges. This fact explains in part the educationally- 
minded character of American church people.” 

In our judgment, that group of 104 church-established 
colleges is entitled to credit far greater than making 
their sponsors education-minded. They did that, be- 


cause the religion which access to the Bible develops 
just as certainly produces schools and colleges as 
craftsmanship inspires the invention and use of tools. 
The sort of Christianity which came into being under 
Protestant leadership in the United States and Canada 
saw in a trained mind the realization of character and 
potent individuality. The impulse to educate, unless 
repressed by poverty or priestcraft, will always attack 
ignorance and neglect of mental discipline. 

It was religion-related education as church-supported 
institutions fostered it in Protestant North America 
that made access to higher education a pet project of 
civil government. We do not criticize the tax-supported 
institutions of the several states of the United States, 
but we do believe they would do less harm to persons 
and be more profitable for the people, if they were 
exclusively “graduate schools.” The “liberal arts” 
course which prepares men and women for graduate, 
that is, professional and vocational work, needs the 
ground work in morals and religion that was char- 
acteristic of the schools which created the “spirit of 
America.” 

Brakes on Appropriations 

If the Christian citizens of the United States will clear 
the dust out of their eyes and scan the products of non- 
religious schools; if they will figure the cost to them of 
tax-supported institutions which compete with liberal 
arts, religion-minded schools and faculties, they will see 
the wisdom of putting the brakes on legislatures’ and 
the federal government’s grants to state and other uni- 
versities. Surely an American citizen is intelligent 
enough to see that he pays the bills that make his coun- 
try outstanding in intellectual training. He should be 
able to estimate the damage done by educating a con- 
scienceless, godless, moral-less man. 

A New England character whom a summer visitor 
found daily occupying a porch rocker was asked what 
he did to pass the time. He replied, “I set and think; 
but sometimes I just set.” We make no appeal to non- 
thinkers, but if and when you decide to cogitate beyond 
what has already been suggested give this quotation 
from the Presbyterian Tribune your earnest attention: 


“They (the church-related colleges) do a mighty work 
for the American ideal of democracy. They are in- 
dependent and free in their church relationship, and this 


relationship is built on the principle of a free church and 


devotion to truth. As dictatorships have appeared the world 
round, institutions, including colleges, have surrendered to 
the relentless force of totalitarian states, except part of one 
institution: a large section of the church has not sur- 
rendered. Church colleges share the democratic ideals of 
the church at its best.” 


You will wisely support them with money, and re- 
member your own church schools in your wills. 


WE AND THE BISHOP AGREE 
Two recent remarks are in mind as we write the 
following paragraphs. The first is a statement published 
and credited to a Roman Catholic bishop. He was 
quoted as saying that “the separation of church and 
state is just a shibboleth.” The second is an assertion 
by one of the announced aspirants for election to the 


_ presidency of the United States. He said that no man’s 
_ religious beliefs should debar him from election to that 
high office. We admit the right of an atheist to run for 
office, but we no less strongly defend the right of a 
citizen to prefer a believer in Jesus Christ as his rep- 
resentative and executive in civil affairs. 

But to go baek to the bishop’s remark about shib- 
- boleths. Our readers will recall that ability to pro- 
nounce the first h in that word was once used to test 
the reliability of certain Hebrews who were about to 
attack an enemy, As the formula for the historic atti- 
tude of the citizen of America toward the privileges of 
worship and opportunity, we believe candidates for 
public office, high and low, should be required to declare 
themselves on the true significance of the American 
principle of church and state. There are strong grounds 
for the belief that ecclesiastical authorities and institu- 
tions have gone far beyond the dues of their proportion 
of the population in obtaining civic and other positions. 
Persons holding office in the cabinet, as governors, as 
mayors, as school directors, have been led to fear the 
mass opposition of well-organized minorities in making 
appointments and in requiring the faithful performance 
of duty. When such conditions exist in a country whose 
population is presumed to avoid the use of clerical in- 
fluence in filling positions, and when one finds that the 
percentage of offices held by minority groups formed 
through racial or church ties is far in excess of their 
percentage rating in the population, the only rational 
explanation is the use of church influence in an un- 
American way. The shibboleth, J believe in the separa- 
tion of church and state, should be one plank in cam- 
paign platforms, where such conditions are found to 
exist. 

As to Election to Office 

Tue LUTHERAN believes that the principles usually 
meant by the term tolerance are just and necessary to 
the peace and happiness of any government. We also 
accept the constitutional statement concerning religion 
and public office in spirit and in implications. But any 
social, industrial, civic, or even religious principle ceases 
to be just and true if it is exaggerated or if it is made 
the superior when it should be a subordinate tenet. 

To the great and lasting credit of the United States 
and Canada, anti-Semitism in Europe has never re- 
ceived approval on our Western Continent. When in 
certain national situations the “shibboleth” of anti- 
Catholicism has taken the form of misrepresentation 
and persecution, those engaged in “anti” activities have 
not been refused large or continued support. 

But in reeent years the word tolerance and the prin- 
ciple of toleration have been seriously and skilfully 
propagated by persons no doubt sincerely moved by 
conditions abroad. The impression has been created 
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ican system of government vests law-making in the 
Congress of the United States. Maybe Brigham 
Young’s dreams would have been an improvement on 
some bills passed by Congress, but he had no claim 
on election to a public office, because he did not recog- 
nize our way of government. 

Something similar to this is the basic objection to 
totalitarian governments. It is not rational to exhaust 
our vocabulary of abuse when we want to dissent from 
the system of government in some other nation than 
our own, But Fascism or communism or secularism is 
contrary to the principles of our government. When a 
Fascist or a communist or a secularist or (to add a 
fourth) an opportunist asks to be elected to a public 
office and is known to be any one of these dissenters to 
our American way of government, we are foolish or 
disloyal, or both, when we are cajoled into approval 
on the plea of tolerance. 


Absolute Monarch 

It is in order at this point to be specific relative to 
the political principles according to which the Vatican 
State operates. We are not indicting the ecclesiastical 
practises of Roman Catholicism, but its organization to 
wield temporal power. In other words, we mean its 
civie government. There should be no indefiniteness 
on this point in these days when the Vatican’s officials 
in the United States are offering to save the nation from 
communism. Americans should know that the purest 
totalitarianism this side of Japan is that which the 
Vatican government vests in the Pope. His power is 
not merely such as would he ascribed to an absolute 
autocrat. It assumes to be the will of God. The Pope 
is held by “the faithful to be the Vicar of Christ on 
earth.” His is the final word in all policy and action. 

While the Roman Catholic press stated recently that 
two powerful cardinals, Mundelein of Chicago and 
Hayes of New York, were poor boys in their youth and 
that their elevation to be princes of the church illus- 


trates the “democracy of the Vatican,” the assertion is 


a deceptive sophism. The power vested in cardinals, 
archbishops, bishops, and for that matter the priests of 
the church, does not come up from the people, but down 
from the headship of the church. Government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people is far from the 
authority claimed for the hierarchy and used by them 
to direct not only the religious but the moral, ethical 
and civil standards of daily life. Even the nearest ap- 
proach to popular direction of conduct—the Apos- 
tolate to the Laity, which is better known as Catholic 
Action, is under the control of the bishops. 

Now certainly a Roman Catholic can be a candidate 
for the highest elective office in our American govern- 
ment. The Constitution guarantees him that right. But 
to claim that his religion is not a factor in the kind of 
policy he will choose, in the appointments he will make, 
and the alliances he will favor is either to mock his 
spiritual convictions or to practise deception on those 
exercising the franchise. When Catholies are the ma- 
jority in the country, they will elect a fellow religionist 
to office and the Pope will have a say in our national 
affairs. That is the natural, logical sequence of our form 
of government. But until there is such a majority, the 
occupant of the White House, the Congress, and the 
commonwealths should avoid disproportionate recogni- 
tion of any ecclesiastical minority. 


THE vacation church 
school offers one of the 
best opportunities for 
intensive educational 
work in the Church. 
Each year we have en- 
deavored to find the 
best material for an in- 
teresting and worth- 
while school. Last year, 
when The Children of 
the Church material 
was used exclusively, 
we had the best school with the best results in thirteen 
years of using this vacation opportunity. 

In a short article it is impossible to give details of such 
a program. We shall have to content ourselves with an 
outline presentation of the way it worked in one school. 
The Children of the Church Headquarters will gladly 
supply additional details and any help which may be 
desired by those who decide to experiment in this field. 

The school is held each morning from Monday to 
Friday, from 9.30 to 11.45 o’clock. Experience has 
proved that the Monday after the closing of the public 
schools is the best time to start the school. The sessions 
should be planned for at least two weeks; a longer time 
may be advisable. 
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The Personnel 

Secretary of The Children of the Church is the indi- 
vidual upon whom is placed the responsibility for the 
entire school. As the directress, she will be responsible 
for all supplies and materials for all departments. Hers 
is also the duty of planning all the activities of the 
school. For this she will naturally use all the assistance 
she can get. 

Department leaders need not have previous experi- 
ence. The materials supplied by The Children of the 
Church are very comprehensive and can easily be used 
by anyone who will put some time in preparation. 

Department assistants can be found among the ad- 
vanced Intermediates. Two assistants for each depart- 
ment will be adequate. 


Program Materials 
The Children of the Church materials are very com- 
plete. Each child should be provided with the pupil’s 
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In the Vacation School 
By Atrorp R. Naus, Camden, New Jersey 


THE LUTHERAN 


textbook. The leader’s 
text contains many 
suggestions for all the 
extra materials which 
might be used. These 
should be studied thor- 
oughly before the 
opening of the school 
so that in so far as pos- 
sible all supplies and 
materials may be pur- 
chased before the first 
day. A wide use of 
movies and slides of the various work of the church is 
always very helpful. 

We plan the advance registration for Friday after- 
noon before the opening of the school. To encourage 
this, each child coming in for the advance registration 
receives a special prize appropriate for each age. These 
include tops, marbles, whistles, tricks, balls, etc. In ad- 
dition each child is given a special badge. This is a tri- 
angle-shaped card, on each side of which are printed the 
words, I am going to the V. C. S. The request is made 
that these be worn to the church school the next Sun- 
day. The additional registrations on Monday warrant 
the small expense. 


Arm Bands 
Perhaps the best piece of publicity the school has 
ever used was the introduction of the felt arm bands. 
The felt, 3 x 5 inches with the corners cut off, is of the 
cheapest cotton variety. Each department has a dif- 
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ferent color and still another color for the leaders. On 
each arm band is sewed two white C’s, 1%4 inches high. 
The children are requested to wear them for each day 
of the school, but they like them so much they wear 
them all the time and everywhere. The arm bands may 
be an excellent project for the Intermediate helpers. 
They should be finished and ready to give to each child 
the first day of school. 


Parent Education 

The vacation church school has been conceived as 
primarily an opportunity for the children. Experience 
has shown that parent education may also be offered 
with good results. The program is best confined to 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday for the last hour of 
the school session. Outside speakers present the various 
phases of the whole work of the whole church and re- 
lationships between the parent and the child. At least 
one pastor has had excellent results in having regular 
adult study groups at this time. In our first experience 
with parent education in the vacation church school, we 
had 113 registered with an average attendance of 78. 


Extra Curricula 
__ The vacation school is not all work. It offers an ex- 
cellent chance to introduce plenty of fun. The school 
newspaper is always interesting. It is edited and made 
by members of the school. This four-page mimeographed 
sheet contains all the school gossip and activities, and 
each issue is eagerly awaited. 

Then there are the afternoon sessions with hikes, 
swims, nature study, visits to historical sites, bicycle 
trips and games. Not the least of the extras is to be 
found on the “fun nites” each week. These include 
treasure hunts (including all the community), peanut 
scrambles, spelling bees, amateur contests. Children 
wearing arm bands are admitted free, and for others 
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there is an admission of five cents. An ice cream cone 
is given each one when leaving. 


The Advantages 

No competition. With the schools over, there is no 
home work and the children are in the mood for a vaca- 
tion school. 

Amount of time. The vacation school will offer 12 to 
15 hours of opportunity each week, which is the equiva- 
lent of as many weeks in the weekday school of ore 
hour for each session. 

Continuity of study. In the weekday school much 
valuable time must be used to recall what was studied 
the week before. With the vacation school there is not 
only more time, but it is every day. The material of 
yesterday is still well remembered. 

Unity of the program. With the use of The Children 
of the Church material a vacation school may be built 
with complete unity in all departments. Ample material 
is provided for every age group. 

Correlated hand work. Many vacation schools are 
weakened with the use of many handwork projects 
which are not correlated to the subject material. With 
The Children of the Church material this objection is 
easily overcome, since each of the courses offers abun- 
dance of suggestions for correlated projects. 

The Children of the Church program should not be 
limited to the vacation school. Not the least of its ad- 
vantages is the fact that it is a program which can be 
used the entire year. With the closing of the vacation 
school you do not wait until the next summer to pick 
it up again. Plans should be made early for the open- 
ing of the weekday school in the fall. The attendance 
of the vacation school will form the foundation for the 
fall school. Of course, the limited time for the winter 
program will not permit as much freedom as does the 
summer school but it should be a continuance of it. 


ADULT AND JUNIOR CONFIRMATION GROUPS AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, 
DES MOINES, IOWA. PASTORS ‘FREDERICK J. WEERTZ, D.D., 
AUGUST W. GRUHN AND ARTHUR M. SIMONSEN 


St. John’s is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee during 1940. This class will therefore 
become historic in the annals of the congregation. The Women’s Missionary Society 
of the United Lutheran Church will be guests of the congregation next fall. 


The confirmed membership is 3,071. 
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Through Doubt to Faith 


Habakkuk Shows How Honest Doubt Finds Its Way to Faith 
By D. BURT SMITH 
Habakkuk 1: 12—2: 4. The Sunday School Lesson for May 12 


Asout 600 B. C. Prophet Habakkuk was 
bothered about what seemed to him to be 
God’s mistake. Judah deserved punish- 
ment, to be sure; that was not question- 
able, but why should God employ wicked 
Chaldeans as the instrument of punish- 
ment? The prophet’s exalted ideal of God 
was not measured up to when God tol- 
erated pagan people by employing them 
in His service. 

To find fault with God, to aceuse Him 
of blunders, is not commendable; but 
Habakkuk dared do it. To be disappointed 


with God is a bitter experience; the 
prophet felt this. To feel called on to 
admonish God is a serious matter. This 


sturdy supporter of reactionary standards 
talked up to God telling Him how disap- 
pointed he was. 

But through it all Habakkuk was honest 
sincere, determined to let God have His 
way to prove His course best. Because he 
could not understand God did not lead 
him to dictate to God. The prophet wanted 
to have unshakable faith in God; to this 
end he set out to be sure in nis own mind 
about God’s purpose and plan. The out- 
come of this commendable attitude of the 
prophet was his establishment in faith. 
When he had God’s explanation he came 
into the clear, sure that God was right in 
all His ways. 


Doubting God 


This seems a dangerous course; te doubt 
God has its dangers. But to doubt honestly 
is not a sin; it may be the earnest quest 
for certainty. It should be the attitude of 
lovable Thomas, who wanted to believe 
Christ lived again, but could not till he 
too had the proofs the other disciples had 
already received. Doubt like that usually 
opens the way to remarkable faith, as in 
the case of Thomas and Habakkuk. The 
prophet’s doubt was natural; it could 
hardly be otherwise with his bringing up 
and his conception of the strict intoler- 
ance of God for any form of sin, and His 
open resentment of idolatry. Both God’s 
right and His wisdom in using the pagan 
Chaldeans to punish Judah were doubted. 
By what right could God let these pagans 
prosper at the expense of His people? 
God’s insistence on His right was met with 
argument by Habakkuk; he found it hard 
to give up his idea and give in to God, 
(How like most of us the prophet was!) 
He did not resent Judah’s punishment, but 
he objected to the means of the pumish- 
ment. 

Would the Chaldeans be checked before 
they utterly destroyed Jerusalem? Would 
they treat the people as just spoils of war, 
Men them as a fisherman does the 

fish caught in his net, something to use 


God allowed, for as a fisherman all 
. worships the nets that catch his fish, so 


the Chaldeans made idols of their war 
implements as gods that gave them vic- 
tory. They had no place for the true God; 
they did not feel the need of Him. The 
power they revered was their own; God’s 
power was nothing to them. The prophet 
fought against his rising doubt but could 
not get rid of it; he was forced to think 
that God was wrong in giving so much 
prominence and privilege to the Chaldeans. 


Giving God a Chance 

Habakkuk checked his doubt ere it com- 
pletely controlled him. He would not let 
go of God without hearing what God had 
to say. He still believed that God must 
haye some good reason for using the 
Chaldeans. He assumes the position of a 
watchman where he can see and hear. He 
gets out in the open, where he can be 
uninterrupted in meditation as he thinks 
more and more of his troubleseme problem 
of rising doubt. What he needed was spir- 
itual enlightenment so that he could see 
and understand the ways of God with His 
people. He was sure that God would tell 
Him the truth, that His explanation would 
be satisfying. This commendable way of 
the prophet is exemplary for us. Who has 
not struggled with doubt about God’s 
ways? We are quick to find fault; we feel 
we could show God a better way if He 
would give us a chance. 

Probably the prophet had talked out in 
the open about his doubts; he may have 
incited some dissatisfaction among the peo- 
ple about God’s justice to them. His fawlt- 
finding apparently had been scattered 
among the people, but he was glad to nre- 
port to them whatever he learned from 
God. He was willing to confess his blun- 
dering reasoning, and acknowledge that 


THINK OF THESE 
‘Tue hhonest doubter always finds satis- 
faction in a message from God. 


Most faultfinding is effortless, without 
skill, and, for the most part, inexcusable. 


When what we think supplants what we 
believe, our way of life narrows. 


We are not impressed with the sincerity 
or intelligence of one who boasts of un- 
belief and of not wasting time on the Bible 
or the church. 


Doubt tends to make a man miserable, 
faith to make him merry; it is as easy to 
cultivate faith as to tolerate doubt. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
M. The Strugele with Doubt. Habakkuk 1; 


7. Faith. Habakkuk 2: 1-4 
w. Faith” eases God. Hebrews 11: 1-6. 
Th. Christ’s Cure for Doubt. Matthew 11: 2-41. 
F. From Doubt to Faith. John 20: 24-29. 
Sat, A Prayer for Revival. Habakkuk 3; 1-4. 
S. Rejoicing in God. Habakkuk 3: 17-19. 


THE LUTHERAN 


God was just and unright and working 
toward a noble purpose when using the 
Chaldeans, if this was what he learned 
from God. He was not stubborn in sup- 
port of his contentions, or doubts. In fact, 
Habakkuk disliked his doubts and wanted 
to get rid of them; he had a fight to do 
so, but he came through it victorious. 


Believing God 

The prophet did get an answer from 
God. It was entirely satisfactory. It re- 
moved all cause for doubt. This answer 
was to be preserved in writing that could 
be easily read. It was a message for all 
the people as well as for the prophet. God 
did not scold the prophet for doubting. 
He showed him how to live above his 
doubts. The fate of the wicked was not 
to be sidetracked because God used them 
in carrying out His plan. Prosperity would 
not last long for the wicked; their harvest 
season would be short, and for them there 
could be no lasting gain. For the righteous 
there would be ultimate victory and a 
worth-while crown. The righteous live on 
in faith in God, and this faith will be re- 
warded. So the prophet had God’s expla- 
nation and the assurance that in the final 
balancing of accounts there would be no 
occasion for doubt or faultfinding. God 
could be ‘believed. Faith could rise above 
doubt. God’s ways are justifiable. What 
the prophet needed, what we all need, is 
God’s testimony on behalf of His ways and 
works. To have faith in God is to sup- 
press doubts that starve the soul and to 
receive the spiritual food that nurtures 
spiritual life. 


WHOSE GAIN 


Wuar was the attendance today? We 
look at the bulletin board, or listen to the 
announcement. Then we meditate a bit 
about whether or not those present gained 
by being there, and whether or not their 
being there was a source of gain for others, 
At once we conclude that there must be 
some gain, in fact considerable of it, or 
people would not keep on coming. In 
these times when there are so many dif- 
ferent places to go, and so many different 


- kinds of things are offered, it is a safe 


bet that when people are found in Sunday 
school or at church service it is because 
they gain something by being present. 

It would be a useless pastime to list the 
possible gains to be had for attending these 
meetings. In general, we are sure that all 
who are present gain, or have the oppor- 
tunity of gaining. This applies to pupils 
who are taught the deep things of God in 
a way that they can understand, and who 
find ample proofs of the advantages that 
follow living according to Biblical teach- 

ing. It applies to the teachers, for as they 
lead others to the truth, or 
provide them a means for so doing, they 
have the truth more personally applied 
to themselves. The teacher gets far more 
by teaching than the pupil by being taught. 
This is true always of a conscientious, 
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The Young People 


By Amos JOHN TRAverR, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


WORLD COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES 


Galatians 3: 26-28 


One cannot be a Christian without 
sharing the dream of Jesus “that they all 
may be one.” He talked of “‘one fold” for 
His sheep. Paul followed his Master in 
this desire for Christian unity. Read our 
lesson from his letter to the Galatians and 
note the assurance with which he writes: 
“Ye all are one in Christ Jesus.” Have we 
kept alive this great purpose in our Lu- 
theran thinking? Or have we been too 
afraid of fellowship with Christians of 
other communions? 

The United Lutheran Church has as- 
sumed an attitude toward interdenomina- 
tional movements that is both safe and 
friendly. We have full membership on 
some of the commissions of the Federal 
Council of Churches in America and send 
representatives to their sessions as ob- 
servers. We will not deny our faith nor 
admit that it is of minor importance. But 
we also seek to guard against adding so 
much to the simple essentials of faith that 
we become narrow and Pharisaical. We 
cannot be true to Christ unless we are 
deeply concerned about Christian unity. 

The World Council of Churches is not 
yet a fact. It is “in process of formation.” 
Surely world conditions do not promise 
an early completion of this organization. 
As long as war reigns there can be no 
Christian unity. Conference becomes im- 
possible on the basis of transportation 
alone. But the times cry out for a World 
Council of Churches. Christianity is by 
very nature international, inter-racial and 
inter-class. Those who love war hate 
Christ. They are suspicious of everyone 
who talks too much about the love that 
Jesus taught. When they have done their 
worst and a war-weary world wakes up 
from its delirium, the Christian Church 
must be ready to witness for world broth- 
erhood. It must make impossible another 
war by its sturdy preaching and practice 
of the way of Christian love. And if it is 
to have real power for this witness, it 
must discover its own unity. Our topic 
‘was never more timely than in 1940. 


What is the World Council of Churches? 


The answer may be found in the first 
three articles of the proposed constitution: 

1. Basis: The World Council of 
Churches is a fellowship of churches which 
accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour. It is constituted for the discharge 
of the functions set out below. 

2. Membership: All churches shall be 
eligible for membership in the World 
Council which express their agreement 
with the basis upon which the Council is 
founded. 

After the Council has been organized 
the application of churches to become 
‘members shall be considered by the As- 
sembly of its Central Committee as it may 
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be advised by national or confessional 
associations of churches. 

3. Functions: The functions 
World Council shall be: 

(a) To carry on the work of the two 
world movements for Faith and Order 
and for Life and Work. 

(b) To facilitate common action by the 
churches, 

(c) To promote co-operation in study. 

(d) To promote growth of ecumenical 
consciousness in the members of all 
churches. 

(e) To establish relations with denomi- 
national federations of world-wide scope 
and with other ecumenical movements. 

(f) To call world conferences on specific 
subjects as occasion may require, such 
conferences being empowered to publish 
their own findings, 


of the 


What are the two conferences mentioned 
above—Faith and Order, and Life 
and Work? What is their relation- 
ship to the World Council? 


There were two distinct world organiza- 
tions of Christians named as above. The 
one was concerned mainly with questions 
of doctrine and practice in the churches 
of the world; the other busied itself with 
the development of the Christian life 
through the churches of the world. Per- 
haps we could broadly characterize these 
two groups by the two words, Faith and 
Life, the one laying emphasis upon Chris- 
tianity as a relationship of trust with God 
and the other as a way of life. These 
groups found much in common. and it was 
by joint action on their part in their con- 
ventions of 1936 that steps were taken to 
found a World Council of Churches. When 
it begins to function the work of the two 
groups will be merged under its direction. 


Is orthodox Christianity safeguarded? 


No church can become a member that 
will not subscribe to the basis of or- 
ganization in Article 1. All churches that 
“accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour” can belong. This article is not 
pleasing to those who call themselves lib- 
erals and do not accept the deity of Christ. 
The Unitarian denomination, for instance, 
could not belong to the Council. 


What is the relationship of the U. L. 
C. A. to the World Council? 


The Baltimore Convention heard a de- 
tailed report of the various steps taken 
in forming the World Council. Dr. A. R. 
Wentz had been a member of the com- 
mittee appointed from the Faith and Order 
group and the election of President F. H. 
Knubel as one of the ten American dele- 
gates to the constitutional convention in 
Utrecht in 1938 was approved. The Execu- 
tive Board of our Church is, however, 
given authority to withdraw at any time 
if it should seem impossible to hold to the 
doctrinal basis of representation. The Lu- 
theran World Conference also approved the 
proposed constitution for the Council. 


Is the World Council a genuinely rep- 
resentative body? 


Yes. It has a definite number of dele- 
gates; for instance, there are to be ninety 
delegates from America. But this national 
basis for representation does not satisfy 
our Lutheran representatives. If it is to 
be a Council of Churches, why should not 
the representatives be allotted directly to 
the member denominations? One of the 
faults in many of the interdenominational 
organizations is this failure to recognize 
the churches as the basis for membership. 
In the Federal Council of Churches in 
America the practice of so-called eo-opted 
members led to the overloading of many 
commissions with men who represented no 
evangelical churches, free lances who had 
no restraints upon them. This fault is 
avoided in the World Council since the 
ninety American delegates will be selected 
as representing denominations. But there 
is a strong feeling that national lines 
should have been disregarded. 


Would other world Christian organiza- 
tions like the World Sunday School 
Association or the International Y. M. 
and Y. W. C. A. be related to the 
Council? 


They would not be directly represented 
as such, since that would deny the rep- 
resentative character of the Council. It 
would not be a World Council of Churches 
if these organizations, however sound in 
the faith, should be received regularly. 
But they are given unofficial standing. 
They will be taken under the wing of the 
Council and certainly would find such a 
Couneil a great help in their world pro- 
grams. Associations of churches, such as 
the Lutheran World Convention, will be 
granted consultative membership, which 
means that they may have the privileges 
of membership except that of voting. 


What can a World Council of Churches 
do? 


For a general answer we return to the 
Constitution, Article 4; “The World Coun- 
cil shall offer counsel and provide oppoer- 
tunity for united action in matters of com- 
mon interest. It may take action on behalf 
of constituent churches in such matters 
as one or more of them may commit to it. 
It shall have authority to call regional 
and world conferences on specifie subjects 
as occasion may require.” The World 
Council shall not legislate for the churches; 
nor shall it act for them in any manner 
except as indicated above or as may here- 
after be specified by the constituent 
churches, 

It is evidently not a super-church, a 
union of the churches in the sense of or- 
ganization. It can speak for the churches 
to a waiting world as it is so instructed by 
them. Through its commissions it can 
study problems common to the churches 
and help in their solution. It can bring 
to bear upon our pagan world the weight 

(Continued on page 25) 
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OPEN LETTERS 


PRAYER AND NOVENAS 


Ray F. Anderson, Philadelphia Pastor, 
Explains Innovation in His 
Congregation 


“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you.” (John 16: 23b.) 


THE above words were spoken by Jesus 
while on His way from the upper room 
to the Garden of Gethsemane. This was 
His last opportunity to talk to His dis- 
ciples before His crucifixion. Naturally 
only the things He considered to be 
most essential to the life and the work of 
His followers would He tell them at such 
a time as this. Therefore we can accept 
these words as being of utmost significance 
to us and worthy of our entire faith and 
confidence. They are words about prayer. 
They show the very central position that 
prayer must have in the life of the Chris- 
tian. To say that prayer is unessential, 
to show by our actions that we believe 
prayer to be of secondary importance is 
therefore a most violent contradiction to 
what Jesus taught to be of fundamental 
importance. 

In studying these words it can be seen 
that Jesus neither placed the emphasis 
upon the “whatsoever” nor on the “he 
will give it you”; rather, the emphasis is 
clearly upon the “in my name.” In other 
words, the follower of Christ is instructed 
by Christ to pray in Christ’s name. From 
this fundamental instruction three very 
important implications arise to guide us 
in our prayer life. 


In His Name 


I, The first and most important im- 
plication of Christ’s command to pray in 
His name is that prayer in order to be 
truly Christian must be prayed to our 
heavenly Father not in the name of medals, 
relics, saints, or even the Virgin Mary, 
but must be prayed solely in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Only then can we be as- 
sured that God will hear us. The New 
Testament reveals, and Christian experi- 
ence bears it out, that there exists be- 
tween man and God a barrier, a “middle 
wall of partition” that separates man from 
God and imparts the feeling to man that 
he is unable to have fellowship with his 
Maker. This barrier, the New Testament 
reveals and experience testifies, has been 
erected by the sins of man and is broken 
down only when man has been forgiven 
by God. Forgiveness comes to man solely 
through faith in Christ and His promise 
to forgive. Nothing that man can do—no 
religious observance, no prayer service, 
no Protestant Novena, no Roman Novena, 
no good work, no act of charity can pos- 
sibly destroy that barrier erected by sin— 
faith in Christ alone can destroy it! Thus, 
when our prayers seem like nothing but 
empty form, when it seems as though no 
contact can be made with God, it behooves 
us to examine ourselves, repent of our 
sins, and seek the forgiving grace of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Only then will we 
be able to commune with God and have 
the conviction that He is hearing us when 


we pray. Praying in the name of Jesus 
means this: it means praying with faith 
that Jesus Christ has broken down the 
barrier of sin which we have erected. 


Jesus’ Promises 

II. The second implication of prayer in 
the name of Jesus is that our prayers 
should be based entirely upon what He 
has taught us about prayer. Human in- 
novations and human teachings and expla- 
nations bring us no certainty. Christ and 
His Word alone reveal to us that our 
Maker is also our Father—a Father Who 
is intimately interested in our entire and 
complete welfare! No other message than 
this is possible from a candid study of 
the parables and miracles and teachings 
of Jesus. Jesus has revealed to us that 
God is our Father, and to this Father Jesus 
has commanded us to pray. He has com- 
manded us to lay our needs before Him— 
all our needs—not because God does not 
already know our needs (He knows them 
better than we do ourselves), but because 
by prayer our faith is drawn out so that 
we may be able to receive His benefits. 
As Luther says in his Larger Catechism 
(Lord’s Prayer): “Therefore God also re- 
quires that we lament and plead our neces- 
sities and wants, not because He does not 
know them, but that we may kindle our 
hearts to stronger and greater desires, 
and open wide our arms to receive so 
much the more.” And as Luther further 
states: “I would like to see people brought 
again to pray truly and earnestly, and not 
have them go about coldly and indiffer- 
ently, whereby they become daily more 
unable to pray; which is just what the 
devil desires, and for what he works with 
all his powers. For he is well aware what 
damage and harm it does his cause when 
men exercise themselves rightly in prayer.” 


Persistent Prayer 


It is here we see the great value of the 
Protestant Novena—it is based upon 
Christ’s command to pray, and it is bring- 
ing people back to the place where they 
are once again exercising themselves 
rightly in prayer. It might be argued, 
however, that Christ’s command to pray 
did not mention the necessity of praying 
nine times for a request—true; Christ 
mentioned no particular number; He did, 
however, say, “that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint” and that we should 
persist in our prayers as did the impor- 
tunate friend of Luke 11: 1-13. Persis- 
tence, Christ taught, is an element in 
prayer that is absolutely essential to build 
up faith. It is, though, an element often 
disregarded! (Is our disregard right when 
Christ has commanded it?) The Protestant 
Novena restores this element and properly 
combines it with the element of definite- 
ness. The value of persistence in prayer 
is revealed by Christ in His experience 
with the Syro-Phoenician woman of Matt. 
15: 21-28, whom Jesus at first ignored 
when she came begging for health for her 
child. But she kept after Him—so much, 
in fact, that the disciples wanted to send 
her away entirely. But she cried so much 
the more “Lord, help me”; finally He an- 
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swered and said, “I am not sent but unto 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Not 
even this stopped her—she continued to 
persist until He rebuffed her by calling 
her a dog—‘“It is not meet to take the 
children’s bread and cast it to dogs.” Had 
the woman stopped here she never would 
have tasted of the blessing of the Lord. 
But she persisted, and that persistence 
drew out her faith and made her ready 
and able to receive the blessing He had in 
store for her—‘Truth, Lord: yet the dogs 
eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
master’s table.” “O woman great is thy 
faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” 


Old Testament Testimony 

If you still want further proof of the 
value of persistence, read the record of 
Abraham’s great prayer for his nephew 
Lot and the city of Sodom (Gen. 18: 23- 
33). This was the time the angel of the 
Lord came to Abraham and mentioned the 
wickedness of Sodom and that it was to 
be destroyed. And Abraham said, “Wilt 
thou destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? Peradventure there be fifty 
righteous within the city: wilt thou also 
destroy and not spare the place for the 
fifty righteous that are therein?” .. . “And 
the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then will I spare 
all the place for their sakes.” Then 
Abraham said, “Peradventure there lack 
five of the fifty?” and then “Peradventure 
there be forty?” and, “Peradventure there 
be thirty?” and then twenty and ten. 
When Abraham got to the ten he stopped 
and the angel of the Lord went his way 
and destroyed the city of Sodom because 
not even ten righteous men were found. 
Had Abraham only continued, had he only 
got down to three, he would have saved 
the city! Is it any wonder we who have 
neglected so great an element in prayer 
as persistence have begun to lose the art 
of prayer completely? Isn’t this reason 
enough to explain the gradually declining 
faith in God as a Father Who will answer 
prayer? Persistence must be put back in 
our prayers! 


Experience Teaches 


The truth of this revelation is also borne 
out by experience: Protestant Novena 
prayers usually begin with rather neb- 
ulous requests, but each time the request 
is repeated it becomes more specific and 
concrete. In other words, after a person 
prays over a period of time it gradually 
becomes clearer and clearer to him what 
his need really is and what it is he should 
really pray for. In this way his faith is 
drawn out, his expectancy is raised, and 
he is better prepared to receive the bless- 
ing God has in store for him. Thus, it can 
be seen that in the Protestant Novena—I 
am not upholding the Roman Novena— 
the emphasis is not upon the “nine” (as 
if that were some special, significant, 
superstitious or magical number!). Neither 
is it on the act of service; rather, the Prot- 
estant Novena emphasizes what it should: 
The command of Christ that men should 
pray for their definite needs, that men 
should pray for their definite need per- 
sistently, and that man’s only entrance 
to the throne of God is through faith in 
Jesus Christ! When I read the Word of 
God that is the message that comes to me. 
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The name “Novena” and the number 
“nine” have been. chosen for two main 
reasons: (1) to call back to true faith the 
hundreds of Protestants who have been 
_ led astray by the superstitions of Roman 

prayers through medals and saints; and 

(2) to provide a service for Protestants 
' that will develop through sufficient per- 
_sistence their faith in God’s promise to 
help in every time of trouble. 


Without Fixed Rules 


It must, on the other hand, be contin- 
ually proclaimed that Christians are at 
liberty concerning this entire service— 
they are at liberty to choose the oppor- 
tunity of the Protestant Novena, to mod- 
erate it according to their personal needs 
and schedule, or to leave it entirely alone. 
As the Augsburg Confession states in 
Article XV: “Of Rites and Usages in the 
Church, they (Lutherans) teach, that those 
ought to be observed which may be ob- 
served without sin, and which are profit- 
able unto tranquillity and good order in 
the Church, as particular holy days, fes- 
tivals, and the like. Nevertheless, con- 
cerning such things, let men be admon- 
ished that consciences are not to be bur- 
dened, as though such observance was 
necessary to salvation.” In other words, 
although the Protestant Novena service is 
of infinite value and meets the needs of 
many people, it must be accepted willingly 
and because it fills a heartfelt need. 

For that reason this pastor has asked no 
one (except his critics) to come to the 
service. (It might be well in passing to 
quote from the Formula of Concord Article 
X—the last paragraph: “According to this 
doctrine the churches will not condemn 
one another because of dissimilarity of 
ceremoniesS when, in Christian liberty, one 
has less or more of them, provided they 
otherwise are in unity with one another 
' in doctrine and all its articles, and also 

in the right use of the holy sacraments, 
according to the well-known saying: ‘Dis- 
agreement in fasting does not destroy 
agreement in faith.’ ”) 


Not J but Thou 


Ill. The third implication of prayer in 
the name of Jesus is that Christian prayer 
must be in accord with the will and Spirit 
of Jesus. Although Jesus said, “Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask,” He also said, “in my 
name.” This clearly instructs us that our 
requests must be in accord with our un- 
derstanding of Christ’s will. Never should 
a Christian pray for things that are con- 
trary to his understanding of the will of 
Christ. To do so would be to pray not 
in the name of Jesus but in one’s own 
name. As St. James says: “Ye ask and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye 
may consume it upon your lusts.” (James 
4: 3.) God’s blessings are not to be used 
for one’s own lusts but to the honor and 
glory of God. 

: For example, the motive behind a prayer 
_ for increased salary must never be a per- 
sonal greed for more possessions; rather, 
the motive should arise from one’s actual 
need and be the desire more fully to as- 
sume the responsibilities of life and to be 
better able to give to others who are in 
need, Again, the motive behind a prayer 
for health must not be merely a selfish 
desire to be rid of some bothersome dis- 


“ae 


ease; rather, the motive, arising from one’s 
personal need, should be the actual desire 
to witness more fully to the goodness of 
God and His Son Jesus Christ. In other 
words, the requests one makes of God 
should arise from one’s personal sense of 
need and be made with the intention of 
glorifying God. 


An Obedient Mind 


Furthermore, to pray according to the 
will of Christ means that we should have 
made up our minds even before we pray 
that His will is better than ours, and that 
His answer to our petition (whether it is 
according to our own way of thinking or 
not) will be for our own best interests and 
the best interests of all concerned. In other 
words, we must seek to be reconciled to 
God and His will for us and actually de- 
sire and yearn for the answer He wants 
us to have, whether He grants our request 
or substitutes something better. This is no 
more than fair and right, for it is an ex- 
pression of our faith in His wisdom as well 
as faith in His power. Thus, the third im- 
plication of prayer in Jesus’ name deals 
with the motives behind our prayers and 
with the confidence in which we pray. 

Briefly summarizing these points, it can 
be said that prayer in Jesus’ name means: 
(1) prayer to our heavenly Father through 
faith in Christ and His promise fo forgive 
and help; (2) prayer purely because 
Christ has commanded us to pray and not 
to faint; and (3) prayer must arise out 
of a sense of personal need, be with the 
motive of glorifying God, and be presented 
with a sense of willingness to accept and 
even desire the answer God has for us. To 
be sure, such faith as this is not attained 
all at once—it is something that grows and 
develops as we use it. 


GUESTS OF NORTH 
CAROLINA 


(Continued from page 13) 


“We were impressed by the vast scope 
of the work done by the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions. We noted how thoroughly 
the Board was conversant with the needs 
of hundreds of different situations in the 
United States and Canada. The foresight 
and planning for the care of emergencies 
which may arise following the present war, 
all lead us to believe, that although the 
Board is ‘Planting the Church,’ its concern 
does not stop there; it considers its present 
policy and activity in the light of what 
may be termed a reasonable future. 

“In the open meetings, the Christian at- 
titude with which problems were consid- 
ered and disposed of, came in for consider- 
able comment. The ease with which the 
staff, committees, and the Board functioned 
left the feeling that the mission work of 
the United Lutheran Church in the Amer- 
icas is in good hands. 

“It was an honor and a pleasure to have 
the Board of American Missions meet in 
St. Paul’s, Wilmington. You did far more 
for us and the cause of Lutheranism in 
eastern North Carolina than our limited 
hospitality could do for you. Your visit to 
Wilmington has become one of the high- 
lights in the life of this congregation. 
Come again!” 
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Luther's Sacristu 
raver 


Translated and Illuminated 


by PAUL ZELLER STRODACH 


A new translation by Dr. Strodach 
of a prayer by Martin Luther, 
popularly known as Luther’s 
Sacristy Prayer. It is worthy of 
a place in sacristy and par- 


sonage. 


AN EXCEPTIONAL 
WORK OF ART 


Reproduced from an_ illumi- 
nated text by Dr. Strodach, 
hand-lettered in medieval Lom- 
bardic style, with initial letters 
in full color applied by pen, and 
otherwise delicately ornamented 
in color. Fine quality paper 


stock. 


Available in Print, or Framed 


Full sheet size, 13 x 21 inches; 
actual text size, 814 x 13 inches. 
Price, Print only, $1; $10 a 
dozen. Framed in full sheet 
size, in metal leaf molding, gift 
and red tones, $3.50; by mail, 
$4.00. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
860 N. Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 


1617 Sumter Street 
Columbia, S. C. 


219 Sixth Street 
Pittsburgh 
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CONFERENCES MEET 


New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois and New York Groups Report 
and Plan for Future 


AGAINST SEVERANCE FROM NEW 
YORK SYNOD 


The New Jersey Conference of the 
United Lutheran Synod of New York held 
its spring convention on the attractive 
campus of Wagner College, Staten Island, 
April 10. The chief item of business was 
the almost unanimous rejection of a pro- 
posal to continue study of the twenty-one- 
year-old proposition to create a separate 
New Jersey Synod. 

Elections resulted in the choice of all 
officers for a second term. This will be the 
final year of service for the officers, since 
“third-term movements” are barred by the 
constitution. The Rev. John H. Wagner of 
Hudson Heights was chosen president; the 
Rev. John Henry Meyer of Elizabeth, vice- 
president; the Rev. Cyrus M. Wallick of 
Maywood, secretary; and Mr. William 
Blohm, Jr., of Jersey City, treasurer. 

Mr. Adolph Nutzhorn of Englewood and 
Mr. George Reuther of Jersey City were 
named to the Executive Committee, and 
the Rev. Walter Cowen of Red Bank was 
re-elected statistician. 

Disposal of the New Jersey Synod mat- 
ter came after the Executive Committee 
of the conference had made an exhaustive 
survey of the attitude of pastors and con- 
gregations toward such an organization. 
Results of a questionnaire showed that 
only one-fourth of the eighty pastors were 
definitely in favor of such a move and 
only sixteen of the seventy-seven congre- 
gations (about 20 per cent) favored the 
proposal. When discussion on the floor of 
conference revealed that the problem has 
recurred perennially for twenty-one years, 
it was voted to defer indefinitely the mat- 
ter of a New Jersey Synod. 

The Rev. Edwin H. Knudten of Ruther- 
ford, chairman of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee, reported that nearly $1,000 had 
been paid to the Mission Housing Project 
Fund, through which the conference ex- 
pects to aid some deserving mission con- 
gregation. The establishment of one new 
mission was announced by the Rev. Dr. 
Paul Andrew Kirsch, Home Mission Super- 
intendent for the New York Synod. It is 
located in the Grantwood-Cliffside Park 
section, a region which is not served by 
any other U. L. C. congregation. 


Staten Island Once New Jersey 

In his introductory remarks, President 
Wagner explained the reason for a meet- 
ing of the New Jersey Conference on 
Staten Island, which is officially the terri- 
tory of the New York Conference and a 
part of the State of New York. He said, 
“In 1664 Staten Island was made a part of 
New Jersey, but four years later the Duke 
of York reclaimed it for his own province 
by the simple expedient of declaring that 
all islands in New York Bay that could be 
circumnavigated in twenty-four hours be- 
longed to New York. One of the duke’s 
mariners sailed around Staten Island in 
the specified time, as had been foreseen. 
But today for a short time a part of Staten 
Island is turned over to residents of New 
Jersey to hold this conference thereon. We 


of that state claim now that an ancient in- 
justice has been righted.” 

The Conference opened with a full ren- 
dition of the Matin Service, in which the 
excellently-trained A Cappella Choir of 
Wagner College took a leading part under 
the direction of Prof. Silas H. Engum. The 
officers of the conference, assisted by the 
Rev. Dr. Willis S. Hinman, chaplain of 
the college, conducted the worship. 

Among those who addressed the confer- 
ence or presented causes were Mr. 
Clarence C. Stoughton, president of Wag- 
ner College; Dr. Henry J. Arnold, pres- 
ident of Hartwick College; the Rev. Dr. 
W. H. B. Carney, president of Hartwick 
Seminary; the Rev. Dr. Frederic Sutter, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Wagner College; the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Trexler, president of the United Lutheran 
Synod of New York; the Rev. Dr. Paul C. 
White, secretary of synod; the Rev. Dr. 
C. K. Lippard, who spoke on behalf of 
Foreign Missions; and the Rev. William J. 
Ducker, who spoke on behalf of the Luther 
League. 

The fall convention is scheduled to be 
held in the Church of Our Saviour, Jersey 
City, the Rev. E. A. Steimle pastor. This 
congregation is celebrating its fortieth an- 
niversary this year. Conference will par- 
ticipate in another fortieth anniversary 
celebration in the spring of 1941, for it 
voted to accept an invitation from the 
First Lutheran Church of Pear] River, the 
Rev. E. B. Buller pastor, for its spring 
convention, 

Ten delegates were chosen for the United 
Lutheran Church Convention in Omaha in 
October. They are Pastors Wagner, Meyer, 
Wallick, Knudten, and Arthur Herbert of 
East Orange; Messrs. J. H. Flathmann of 
Jersey City, William Blohm, Jr., George 
Sjauken of Plainfield, George Reuther and 
Alvin Schaediger of Weehawken. Minis- 
terial alternates are: Pastors W. F. Behrens 
of Cranford, W. Henry Berkobin of Nutley, 
Theodore Erdmann of Jersey City, Fred- 
erick W. Schott of Elizabeth and W. J. 
Meyer of Jersey City. Alternates among 
the laymen are: Peter F. Martens of Tea- 
neck, George Spill and Charles Friedel of 
Union City, and August Menge and H. G. 
Burr of Jersey City. — 

ALBERT P, STAUDERMAN. 


EUROPE’S TROUBLES IN 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The New Jersey Conference of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States met in Epiphany Church, Pleasant- 
ville, N. J., April 16. 

Immediately following the celebration 
of the Holy Communion, Pastor W. K. 
Reinert of Phillipsburg, N. J., president, 
presented his annual report in the course 
of which he said, “We have planned the 
greatest Lutheran convention in history, 
then came the outbreak of another world 
catastrophe in which the powers of un- 
righteousness were set against the rule 
and authority of God and His Christ. 

“The recent trials of our brethren in 
the faith, the Lutherans of Finland, is too 
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realistic an episode in the picture of cur- 
rent events to be soon forgotten. It has 
disturbed the peace and progress of civ- 
ilization. It has made the world an armed 
camp. Such is the picture of the present- 
day world. The Church of Jesus Christ 
must continue to manifest her light and 
bear witness to the truth about God and 
His eternal kingdom.” 

The following anniversaries celebrated 
since the last convention were reported: 
St. Andrew’s, Atlantic City, observed the 
fiftieth anniversary of the congregation; 
Holy Trinity, Magnolia, the forty-sixth; 
Epiphany, Camden, the sixtieth; Grace, 
Phillipsburg, the seventieth; and Advent, 
Mt. Ephraim, the first anniversary of the 
dedication of the church. 

President Reinert recommended the plan 
of a two cent per confirmed member con- 
tribution from each congregation of con- 
ference in order to pay conference ex- 
penses. This was adopted. 

At last year’s convention conference 
agreed to increase apportionment contri- 
butions by 10 per cent. The report of the 
Stewardship-Benevolence Committee re- 
vealed an increase in 1939 of 10.6 per cent 
and urged the adoption of a similar in- 
crease for 1940. This was done. Their re- 
port shows that three of our New Jersey 
congregations paid their apportionment in 
full and that seven others are well over 
the 50 per cent mark. 


Education Stressed 


On Monday evening the Rev. Theodore 
K. Finck, editor of the Parish and Church 
School Board, addressed the conference 
on the subject, “The Church School and 
the Church.” Pointing out that the church 
school is the future church, he urged that 
Sunday school superintendents, church 
councilmen, parents and teachers impress 
upon the members of the school the neces- 
sity of church attendance and participa- 
tion in the work of the church. 

The question of the synodical Luther 
League in South Jersey came up for action. 
It was decided that the pastors give 100 
per cent co-operation to the synodical 
League with the proviso that their Leagues 
be allowed to have tangible affiliation with 
other Luther League groups. 

The Rev. J. Henry Meyer of Elizabeth, 
N. J., extended greetings from the New 
Jersey Conference of the United Synod of 
New York. He told the convention of a 
survey of the seventy-seven congregations 
comprising their conference regarding the 
establishment of a New Jersey Synod. The 
vote among the New York group was 16 
in favor, 29 opposed, 16 undecided, 16 not 
making any reply. As a result, the New 
Jersey Conference of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, which favored 98 per cent 
the formation of a New Jersey Synod, 
decided to table the matter indefinitely. 

At the closing session these officers were 
re-elected: the Rev. Webster K. Reinert 
of Phillipsburg, president; the Rev. C. 
Donald Heft, Oaklyn, secretary; the Rev. 
Ralph J. Steinhauer, Maple Shade, treas- 
urer; the Rev. H. Paul Gerhard, Mag- 
nolia, statistician. 

Watrer R. Harrison. 


DECEASED BRETHREN REMEMBERED 


Tue one hundred fortieth annual con- 
vention of the Allentown Conference of 
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May 8, 1940 


the Ministerium of Pennsylvania opened 


: with the Holy Communion April 1 in St. 


Thonias Church, Bethlehem, Pa., the Rev. 
Victor J. Bauer pastor. One hundred pas- 
tors and lay delegates partook of the 
Lord’s Supper. 

At the Service of Commemoration the 
following pastors and wives of pastors who 
died during the year were mentioned by 
the hecrologist, Dr. James F. Lambert: 
Pastot's Charles D. Clauss, G. H. Kinard, 
J. Franklin Keller, Oscar S. Scheiret, Wil- 
liam H. Kistler, and William H. Fehr; Mrs. 
Lillian H. Klick, Mrs. Emma A. Linden- 
muth, Mrs. Edith M. Beer; also Dr. Howard 
S. Seip, prominent layman of Allentown, 
Pennsylvania. 

Affionig anniversaries observed were the 
two hundredth of St. Paul’s Blue Church 
of the Coopersburg Parish, and the one 


hundred eightieth of Egypt Church. 


The election of officers for the ensuing 
year réstilted in the re-election of the 


Rev. W. C. G. Veit as president, and the 


Rev. D. H. Frederick as secretary-treas- 
urer, 

Statistician Edward G. Schmickel re- 
ported a baptized membership of 67,649, 
confirmed 46,620, cotnmuning 32,746. Bap- 
tisms, 1,319; confirmed, 1,605. The Stew- 
ardship Committee reported that 51.6 per 
cent of the apportionment had been paid 
to synod. Emphasis is laid on sustained 
education in stewardship; the establish- 
merit of monthly remittance to the treas- 
urer of synod; bonding of congregational 
treasurers; urging Sunday schools to lay 
the foundations of stewardship by adopt- 
ing the duplex envelope system. Dr. Emil 
E. Fischer spoke of the student life, fac- 
ulty persorinel and financial problems of 
the Seminary at Mt. Airy. 

Reports wet'e made of the foreign, home 
and inner mission work, the Luther 
Léague, the Children of the Church, the 
Women’s Missionary Society, and the 
Brotherhood. Seventy-two pastors and 
sixty-one lay delegates were in attend- 
aneé at the sessions. 


MISSION PROJECT POSTPONED 


THE anhual convertion of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministeriwm of Penn- 
sylvania was held April 11 at Zion Church, 
Jonestown, Pa., the Rév. George R. Deisher 
pastor. 

The officers of the past year were re- 
elected: President, the Rev. Harold C. Fry, 
S.T.D., Ph.D., Shiremanstown; secretary, 
the Rev. James F. Patterson, Annville; 
treasurer, the Rev. W. R. Knert, Denver; 
statistician, the Rev. Géorge R. Deisher, 
Jonestown. 

The cofivention opened with a Com- 
munion Setvice at ten o’clock, the officers 
of conference officiating. After luncheon, 
the afterrioon’s business session was opened 
with a devotional service in charge of the 
Rev. George W. Wilt of New Holland. 

Reports of officers and standing com- 
mittees indicated gains itt all fields. Bap- 
tized, cotifirmed and communing member- 
ship totals increased in the conference. A 
budget of $390 for the year was adopted. 
Rallies, conferences, district meetings and 
special services were conducted by the 
various commiittees throughout the year. 
The following auxiliaries of the church re- 
ported total congregational units identified 
with the conference as follows: Children 


of the Church, 29; Luther Leagues, 31; 
Women’s Missionary Societies, 42; and 
Brotherhoods, 11. 

An Old Folks’ Home, known as the 
Offmer Home, was started at 346 North 
Pine Street, Lancaster, during the past 
year. A conference committee was ap- 
pointed to investigate the possibility of 
preparing a history of the Lancaster Con- 
ference. 

The survey of Grand View Heights, Lan- 
caster, made recently to determine the ad- 
visability of establishing a congregation 
there, indicated that it was not possible 
to found a congregation at this time. The 
Publicity Committee was requested to ob- 
tain information relative to the possibility 
of securing a projector for still or ntotion 
pictures for use of congregations in the 
conference. 

July 14 the annual Missions Festival will 
be held at Emanuel Church, Brickerville, 
and September 28 the antiual Sunday 
School Convention at Trinity Church, 
Lebanon. 

Dr, Levering Tyson, president of Muh- 
lenberg College, was the evening speaker; 
the Rev. Gerald Jacoby of Rothsville being 
the liturgist. Mr. Alvin Butz of Allentown, 
a senior at the Philadelphia Theological 
Seminary, will be ordained at the conven- 
tion of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
at Buck Hill Falls in May and will fill the 
vacancy at Redeemer Church, Lancaster. 
The Rev. Joseph Schantz, fellow at the 
samé seminary, has been called to fill the 
pulpit of St. Michael’s, Harrisburg. 

G. B. Ammon. 


SERVICE RECORDS REPORTED 


AT THE atthual meeting of the Philadel- 
phia Conference of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, held in Zion Church, Front 
Street and Fishers Avenue, Philadelphia, 
April 1 and 2, special recognition was made 
of anniversary datés of many pastors, as 
follows: 

Anniwersary of Ordination to Ministry: 
50th—John W. Richard, D.D., pastor, St. 
Luke’s. 
45th—Luther D. Reed, D.D., president of 
Philadelphia Theological Seminary. 
U.S. G. Bertolet, D.D., superintendent, 
Home Mission Board. 
Rev. August Fischer, assistant pastor, 
Mary Drexel Home. 
40th—Frederic W. Friday, registrar at 
Philadelphia Theological Seminary. 
Cephas K. Lippard, D.D., missionary to 
Japan. 

Francis Miller, pastor, Salem. 
35th—Andreas Bachofer, retired. 

Frank M. Urich, D.D., pastor, Trinity, 

South Philadelphia. 
30th—Clifford E. Hays, pastor, St. John’s, 
Overbrook. 

Wm. H. C. Lauer, pastor, St. Simeon’s. 

25th—Ulla O. E. Bauers, pastor, Redeemer, 
Falls of Schuylkill. 

20th—Kenneth P. Otten, pastor, St. John’s, 
Melrose Park. 

Bela Shétlock, pastor, Zion, Olney. 

15th—Willis L. Dillman, pastor, Pritchard 
Memorial. 
5th—Frederick Fairclough, pastor, Hope, 
Wissinoming. 
John M. Kleckter, pastor, Prince of 
Peace. 
John H. K. Miller, pastor, Calvary, West 
Chester. 
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Appropriate recognition was given dur- 
ing the luncheon hour on Tuesday, April 
2, to Dr. Richards, who is fourth in direct 
descent from Dr. Henry Melchior Muhlen- 
berg, founder of Lutheranism in America. 
Born in 1867, Dr. Richards was ordained 
in 1890, having graduated from the Phila- 
delphia Theological Seminary (now at 
Mount Airy) the same year. In addition to 
his duties as pastor, Dr. Richards has 
written several congregational histories, 
many pamphlets and tracts, translated one 
two-volume work from German to English 
and has been a frequent lecturer af con- 
vocations and exegetical study groups. He 
will celebrate his fiftieth wedding anni- 
versary next September. His hobby is 
gardening “for the benefit of the poor 
chickens in the vicinity,” as he puts it. 

Another item of special recognition was 
the joint anniversary of father and son. 
The Rey. Francis Miller celebrated his 
fortieth and his son, John H. K. Miller, 
will celebrate his fifth. Pastor Miller 
served as treasurer of the Philadelphia 
Conference for nearly half of his time in 
the ministry and has been at one church, 
Salem, Frankford, since his ordination. His 
son is at West Chester. 

Eleven Lutherarfi congregations answered 
to the anniversary roll call Tuesday, April 
2, during the annual meeting of the Phila- 
delphia Conference of the Lutheran Min- 
isteriurmm of Pennsylvania. 
90th—St. Luke’s. This congregation cele- 

brated the 95th anniversary of their 

Sunday school last year, as the Sunday 

school preceded the organized church 

by nearly six years, Their pastor, John 

W. Richards, D.D., celebrated the 50th 

anniversary of his ordination this year, 

and the 25th of his present pastorate. 
90th—-St. Mark’s, Rev. Charles E., Keim 
pastor. 
80th—Christ Church, Chestnut Hill, J. J. 

Schindel, D.D., pastor. 
75th—-St. Stephen’s, Rev. Walter T. Hempel 

pastor. 
65th—Holy Communion, J. Henry Harms, 

D.D., pastor. 
50th—Salem, the Rev. Francis Miller pas- 

tor. Mr. Miller is celebrating the 40th 

anniversary of his ordination and the 
40th of his pastorate at this church. 
Transfiguration, the Rev. A. G. Marcell 
pastor. 
35th—Grace Church, Roxboro, the Rev. 

William Cooper pastor. Pastor Cooper 

is a direct descendant from Dr. Henry 

Melchior Muhlenberg, and is chairman 

of a committee preparing extensive ma- 

terial for the 200th anniversary of the 
beginning of Lutheran activities in this 
country that culminated in the present 

Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 

the parent body of the United Lutheran 

Church in America. 
35th—Mediator Church, the Rev. Titus R. 

Scholl pastor. The Rev. Adam C, Sumons 

continues as pastor emeritus of this con 

gregation. He celebrated the 50th anni~ 
versary of his ordination and marriage 
in 1938. Pastor Sumons is near the top 
of the ministerium roll, holding sixteenth 
place in a group of better than 500 pas- 
tors. 

10th—Prince of Peace, the Rev. John 

Kleckner. 

St. Peter’s, West Oak Lane, the Rev. 

Clarence W. Rhoda. F. A. Smarr. 
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CHICAGO CONFERENCE 


“Wuat’s this about the Chicago Confer- 
ence meeting in St. Andrew’s Church?” 
queried one of our good women. “That is 
just where they are going to meet,” quoth 
the scribe. “However, it is our own St. 
Andrew’s, the Rev. Theodore F. Weis- 
kotten pastor.” Right royally, too, did St. 
Andrew’s entertain the fifty-five or more 
than sixty members of the conference. 
President C. E. Paulus, in the well-chosen 
words of one well dined, thanked the 
ladies for the fine luncheon, and the same 
was made official by the conference later. 

It was a very satisfactory conference, 
this fortieth semi-annual convention. Pres- 
ident Paulus was liturgist, Secretary 
Millard H. Stiles preached on “Glorify 
Thou Me,” and the Rev. A. J. Hoyer pre- 
sided at the organ. The Rev. John M. 
Spaid had a devotional talk in the after- 
noon. Mr. Arthur P. Black looked in on 
the conference and gave just a word of 
information on request; “Brother” Davy 
sent greetings, as did also Dr. John E. 
Hummon. The afternoon session was 
punctuated and almost absorbed with elec- 
tions, 


President Weng’s Subject 


The morning was well spent after the 
Communion Service and formal opening, 
in an address by the president of synod, 
Dr. Armin G. Weng, who spoke on “The 
Challenge to Our Synod and to the Church 
at Large.” “Believe it or not,” the United 
Lutheran Church, according to report, is 
the largest Lutheran body in Chicago and 
the most telling development has taken 
place since 1900, and the high-water mark 
has been reached since 1920. Colonel Mc- 
Cormick, editor of The Tribune, has 
awakened to these facts and is beginning 
to feature the Lutheran Church, a church 
which had been almost totally disregarded. 

Figures, according to reports, are not 
always reliable. Arthur Seers Henning 
would probably say they are “mercurial.” 
The figures are not at fault per se, the dif- 
ficulty is with those who employ them. 
“According to some, until a member serves 
notice of his withdrawal from a congre- 
gation, he is still a member,” even though 
he may have been dead ten years. Well, 
“logic is logic,” and the figures are made 
to look a little odd. The parochial report 


and the apportionment table are also. 


queered a trifle. Last year synod voted a 
rather unbalanced apportionment, and now 
the other side of the scales is light and 
some other worthy interests are “making 
bricks without straw.” However, the paid 
apportionment has reached a new high of 
89 per cent in spite of the fact that six 
congregations have paid no apportionment 
at all. 


Shortage Observed 


In epitome, according to the report pre- 
sented, there is a shortage in the crop of 
Women’s Missionary Societies; in active 
Luther Leagues; and in Brotherhoods brave 
enough to tackle worth-while problems and 
projects. There is a commercialization of 
church festivals. Small rural parishes are 
becoming more difficult. There is an un- 
rest among pastors who would like a 
change, and the same is true of congrega- 
tions. Publish it not. 

Extra-synodical difficulties mentioned 
are the insufficient pension funds, because 


of which many pastors who should prop- 
erly retire cannot do so for want of a 
means of livelihood; and the increasing 
tendency toward centralization in the 
church at large and the sometimes radical 
opposition thereto. 

Extra-ecclesiastical difficulties are the 
increase in gambling, the growing menace 
of the liquor interests, the matter of 
leisure, and the problem of divorce. Figure 
this one out if you can: a girl of twelve, 
according to her own version, has three 
mothers and four fathers. 

Now comes the réport that, on paper, 
some of our synods have merged two of 
our seminaries. Thus far the presidents 
only have been heard, but shortly the 
synods themselves will be given oppor- 
tunity to pass on the matter. Here’s one 
vote in favor. “The seminaries have tried 
to merge; the U. L. C. A. has urged them 
to merge; and both have failed. Now let 
the synods try it.” So someone suggested. 


“Activities” Reported 


All the activities of the field covered by 
the conference were thoroughly aired. The 
Rev. L. F. Weihe spoke for Nachusa Or- 
phanage, and Dr. L. F. Gruber for the 
Chicago Seminary. There are fifty chil- 
dren in the home, but the farmer and 
the cook formed an alliance and vacated. 
A farmer has been found but an “S. O. S.” 
is issued for a cook. The seminary is grad- 
uating ten students, who are already 
placed. The Rev. W. A. Kiser gave a his- 
tory of the Property and Lot Fund, a fa- 
vorite child of the late Dr. J. F. Seibert. 
The Rev. Paul Hersch spoke for the Lu- 
ther League, and Dr. Kiser also spoke of 
the very successful Teacher Training 
Course in progress at the seminary. The 
Nachusa Homecoming will take place July 
7. May it not rain. The Rev. Paul Ger- 
berding is seeking a lot fund for a baby 
mission. Prayer was offered for the sick 
brethren: Dr. Otterbein, the Rev. C. A. 
Naumann and the Rev. A. M. Sappen- 
field. Pastors Kiser, Lottich, Cooperrider 
and Kaufman were elected to the Home 
Mission Board; and Pastors Lottich and 
Valbracht were placed on the Nachusa 
Board. 


Nominees for Omaha 


Here are the nominations to the U. L. 
C. A. convention at Omaha: Clergymen: 
A. G. Weng, C. L. Venable, J. A. Leas, 
W. A. Kiser, and J. M. Bramkamp. Lay- 
men: E. H. List, Otto Schulz, R. E, Dokmo, 
C. G. Swanson, and C. W. Howe. Alter- 
nates: Pastors Stiles, Seibert, Gerberding, 
Spaid and Lottich. Laymen: B. C. H. 
Olson, Wm. A. Jackle, Charles Gorham, 
Theodore Weiskotten and Basil Colbert. 
The next convention will be held in Em- 
manuel Church, Maywood, Dr. J. M. 
Bramkamp pastor. J. A. Leas. 


EDUCATION IN THE FOREGROUND 


TuE spring meeting of the German Con- 
ference of the United Synod of New York 
was held in Emanuel Church, Hudson, 
N. Y., the Rev. B. Walther Pfeil pastor, 
April 16 and 17. 

A paper was read by E. H. Von Hah- 
mann, D.D., of Amsterdam, N, Y., on “The 
Scriptural and un-Scriptural Raising of 
Means for Congregational Support.” At the 


THE LUTHERAN 


evening service and Communion, the Rev. 
O. V. Werner of New Britain, Conn., and 
the pastor loci served as liturgists and the 
sermon was preached by Dr. Von Hah- 
mann, president of conference. 

Dr. S. G. Trexler, president of the synod, 
was greeted by the conference. Dr. Paul 
C. White, synodical secretary, presented 
the cause of Religious Education, and Dr. 
H. J. Arnold, president of Hartwick Col- 
lege, presented the importance and scope 
of higher education on the territory of 
synod. 

A memorial service in memory of the 
Rev. J. Durschner of Troy, N. Y., and 
the Rev. J. Braren of Jamaica, N. Y., was 
conducted by the Rev. J. F. Karl Riebesell 
of Little Falls. The Rev. F. C. Ellerman of 
Syracuse presented a report of the Gen- 
eral German Conference held in Zion 
Church, Brooklyn, October last. 

Conference was royally entertained by 
the Willing Workers, Ladies’ Aid, Luther 
League, and by Mrs. Pfeil, the efficient 
wife of the pastor. The officers were re- 
elected for another year, and on invita- 
tion of Dr. Von Hahmann conference will 
hold its fall meeting in Trinity Church, 
Amsterdam, N. Y. Pau. G. KRruTzkKy. 


MISSIONARY PROGRAM PLANNED 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
New Jersey Conference of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania held its ninth 
spring convention in St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, Pleasantville, N. J. The morning 
devotions were conducted by the pastor 
of Epiphany Church, the Rev. Walter R. 
Harrison. The response to the address of 
welcome given by a member of the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary of Epiphany was given by Mrs. 
Paul C. Weber. The attendance was very 
gratifying. 

A committee was appointed to plan an 
inspiring missionary program for the cele- 
bration of the tenth anniversary next 
spring. One dollar per member of each 
society was requested toward the appro- 
priation of $50,000 for repairs and building 
necessities in India for 1942. 

It was voted that the convention be held 
in the spring and the executive meeting 


_in the fall. 


Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, president of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, gave an en- 
couraging message which dealt with the 
unity of the men and women of the church 
and stressed the increase of results which 
rewards co-operation in the enterprises of 
the Church. 

Several departmental secretaries gave 
reports showing a decided increase in 
thank offering, Children of the Church 
program, and magazine subscriptions. A 
dinner prepared by the women of the 
church was enjoyed during the noon hour. 

The afternoon devotions were conducted 
by Dr. W. M. Weaver of West Collingswood. 

Owing to the death of Mrs. W. F. More- 
head’s sister, she was unable to be present, 
and Miss Nona M. Diehl, executive secre- 
tary of the Women’s Missionary Society 
of the U. L. C. A., spoke in her place of 
the general work of the Society in the 
local congregations. 

The Rev. Christian J. Schenck of Manas- 
quan brought greetings from clergy and 
laymen. The Rev. J. J. Matthiesen offered 
the benediction. 
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“OBEDIENCE TO FAITH” 


THE spring meeting of the Missionary 
Societies of the Somerset District of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod was held in 
the Davidsville Lutheran Church, the Rev. 
R. T. Shilling pastor, April 24. Forty-three 
Women’s Societies and ten Young Women’s 
Societies were represented. Mrs. C. P. 
Bastian presided. 

The theme chosen for the conference 
was, “Obedience to Faith,” based upon 
Matt. 9: 29: “According to your faith be 
it unto you.” 

The morning devotions, in charge of 
Mrs. H. G. Hohman of Rockwood, empha- 
sized “The Faith That Empowers.” The 
business session consisted of the minutes, 
roll call and payment of dues, treasurer’s 
report, and the appointment of commit- 
tees. Officers elected for the coming year 
are: President, Mrs. Roy Meyer, Johns- 
town; vice-president, Mrs. H. K. Hilner, 
Meyersdale; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Russell T. Shilling, Davidsville; statistical 
secretary, Miss E. Mae Judy, Somerset; 
treasurer, Mrs, Charles Kimmel, Johns- 
town. 

During the Secretaries’ Hour, led by 
Mrs. P. C. Dosch, most departmental sec- 
retaries reported advancement. 

Music was furnished by the local choir. 

The afternoon devotions, in charge of 
Mrs. Harry Ramer, Meyersdale, empha- 
sized “The Faith That Rejoices.” Brief 
talks were given by Mrs. R. C. Shindler 
of Altoona, Mrs. Lewis Foltz of Stoyes- 
town, and Mrs. J. S. Shannon of Con- 
fluence. A beautiful pageant, “Won’t You 
Come Into My Parlor?” by the local Chil- 
dren of the Church group concluded the 
session. 

The Vesper Service, in charge of Pastor 
Shilling, emphasized “The Faith That Ex- 
pects.” Miss Alice J.-Nickel, missionary 
to India, was the speaker. Her theme was, 
“Lutheran Evangelistic Work in India.” 

The fall meeting will be held at Portage, 
Pa. Mrs. Cuares I. Rowe. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN L.S. A. A. 


Tue fourth semi-annual conference of 
the Rocky Mountain Region of the Lu- 
theran Students’ Association of America 
was held April 12 and 13 at Denver, Colo., 
the University of Denver being the host. 
The theme of the conference was “A Faith 
for Our Day.” Pastor Schiotz, national 
L. S. A. advisor, Chicago, Ill, was the 
guest speaker. 

Discussion groups with the leaders were 
as follows: “Effective Prayer Life,” 
Marjorie McKee, Colorado University; “A 
Christian’s Faith Encounters Campus 
Problems,” Harlan Horner, Wyoming Uni- 
versity; “Our Church and the World To- 
day,” Sterling Johnson, Denver University. 

The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, Harold Stein- 
hoff, Agricultural College, Fort Collins, 
Colo.; vice-president, Harlan Horner, 
Wyoming University, Laramie, Wyo.; sec- 
retary, Virginia Finsand, Colorado State 
College of Education, Greeley, Colo.; treas- 
urer, Josephine Nau, University of Den- 
ver, Denver, Colo.; regional advisor, the 
Rev. E. E. Habig, Boulder, Colo. 

This Rocky Mountain regional group 


will be host to the 1940 Ashram, which 
will be held in Estes Park, Colo, Denver 
University is the promoter of the Ashram; 
Laramie will be in charge of the recrea- 
tional activities; Fort Collins will be re- 
sponsible for the publicity; and Greeley 
for the exhibits and book display. 

The conference came to a close with a 
banquet at which Pastor Schiotz and Pro- 
fessor Anderson of Colorado Springs were 
the speakers, 

The next regional conference will be held 
in Fort Collins. Leona Apotr, Sec. 


IOWA STUDENTS’ BANQUET 


The Lutheran Student Association of the 
Iowa State Teachers’ College at Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, held its annual banquet in 
Nazareth Lutheran Church of that city 
Friday evening, April 5. Eighty student 
members and friends attended. Dr. R. O. 
Skar of Iowa State Teachers’ College, pre- 
sided as toastmaster. An interesting pro- 
gram climaxed the evening. The Rev. 
Frederick A. Schiotz, executive secretary 
of the Student Service of the American 
Lutheran Conference, spoke on “The Faith 
That Overcomes.” A greeting was given 
by Miss Wilma Willharn, Waterloo, Iowa, 
president of the Greater Lutheran Student 
Association of the college. 

At a recent meeting, the L. S. A. elected 
the following students as officers for 1940- 
41: President, Howard Bro; vice-president, 
Albin Bockelmann; secretary, Bessie Nel- 
son; treasurer, Eugene Bundy; member- 
ship committee chairman, Fern Betz; 
librarian, Helen Norine; mission secretary, 
Lucille Dahlgren. 

FRANCINE Swanson, Sec. 


LUTHER LEAGUE RALLY 


Tue fifth annual Easter Monday Luther 
League Rally was held in St. Peter’s 
Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, 
March 25, and was attended by 250 young 
people from eleven Lutheran churches of 
the city. A candlelight pageant, “The 
Light of the World,’ was presented by 
forty Leaguers from ten of the leagues 
participating. The Rev. Thomas Hartig is 
pastor of the host congregation. The fol- 
lowing synods were represented: Icelandic, 
Norwegian, Augustana, American Lutheran 
Church, and the Manitoba and Northwest 
Synods of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


ACTIVE IN SERVICE 
(Continued from page 2) 


member for benevolences and $38.67 per 
confirmed member for current expenses. 
In addition the contributions toward an in- 
debtedness, which now totals $2,000, raises 
the total per confirmed member to $61. 
Comparison with other congregations 
within the synod shows the effective work 
in this church. In the South Carolina 
Synod Resurrection Church is fifty-ninth 
in point of membership, yet it ranks fifth 
in the synod in point of total expenditures, 
ninth in point of benevolent contributions, 
and fourth in point of current expenses. 
The church plant has recently been en- 
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larged by the addition of a south wing, 
which gives balance and beauty to the 
building. The heating plant was enlarged 
and the grounds beautified and improved. 
Other additions during the past two years 
have been brass candelabra, altar desk, 
credence bracket, alms bason, hymn board, 
paraments, curtains for choir stall, Com- 
mon Service Books and Parish School 
Hymnals. There are twenty-one subscrip- 
tions to THE LuTHERAN in the congregation 
and twenty-six to the South Carolina Lu- 
theran. The congregation supports a par- 
ish in India and the Women’s Missionary 
Society supports a Chinese student. 

A junior choir has been organized and 
vested. The average attendance at the 
Men’s Bible Class is over thirty. 

In 1939 the congregation aided the pas- 
tor in the purchase of two automobiles. 
About four months after the purchase of 
the first it was destroyed by fire. 

W. A. Rust, a member of this congrega- 
tion, is a member of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the U. L. C. A. 

This congregation always pays its ap- 
portionment in full. W. C. Bouiex. 


WORLD COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES 


(Continued from page 19) 


of evangelical Christianity. It can also 
unite the churches in bringing relief and 
comfort where most needed. 

The World Council of Churches does 
not realize the full meaning of the prayer 
of Jesus for the unity of His disciples. But 
it can be a long stride in that direction. It 
provides a place of meeting for represen- 
tatives of the churches. It is in the fel- 
lowship of such conferences that unity can 
be fostered. As the leaders of the churches 
learn to know each other, to think to- 
gether, to pray together and to work to- 
gether, they will increasingly discover the 
things they have in common. 

In preparation of this topic the aid of 
President F. H. Knubel has been in- 
valuable. We were given access to the 
official documents relating to the Council 
and to notes made by him during the meet- 
ing of the constitutional convention at 
Utrecht. The following notation made on 
the margin of one of the papers so fully 
describes what we of the Lutheran Church 
hope for in the Council that we shall 
venture to quote it in closing: “The World 
Council of Churches is constantly mindful 
of the prayer of our Lord ‘that they all 
may be one.’ It believes that the unity of 
the church is the gift of God and that He 
has been, and is, bestowing it as we become 
prepared to receive the gift. Such unity of 
the church as the body of Christ now ex- 
ists and is manifest. The World Council of 
Churches therefore proposes to discover, 
to manifest and to foster that unity.” 

* * * * 

To Leapers: Topic date, May 19. Next 

topic, The Lutheran World Convention. 


Frederick R. Knubel, D.D., pastor of the 
Church of the Reformation of Rochester, 
N. Y., will preach the baccalaureate ser- 
mon at Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y. 


PALMETTOS 
By Walter C. Davis, D.D. 


THERE are entirely too many meetings 
and conferences going on in the church. 
A thoughtful young man of another de- 
nomination who has recently come into 
touch with Lutheran Church life by at- 
tending one of our colleges remarked, 
“Lutherans can have more meetings and 
do more talking than any church I ever 
knew.” Our program ought to be sim- 
plified. These meetings take pastors and 
other workers from the immediate tasks in 
the home congregation. They become ex- 
pensive. Funds of the church are drawn 
on to bear the expenses of committeemen 
to and from meetings. There is such a 
thing as talking a good thing to death. 
Too many programs handed down may 
make the work of the church too stereo- 
typed. Quoting from The National Lu- 
theran: “Church history shows the danger 
the church encounters as it develops its 
organization features. To a certain point, 
such organization among fellow believers 
increases the effectiveness of administra- 
tion of the means of grace. When, how- 
ever, the mechanics in organization go 
beyond that point, they may limit the free- 
dom in the administration of the means 
of grace, stifle the unrestrained manifesta- 
tion of Christian love and pave the way to 
error and corruption.” 

In the four weeks following Easter the 
writer was expected to attend a regional 
conference on Parish Education (two 
days), a one-day synod-wide conference 
on the same subject, a meeting of all pas- 
tors in the synod, Conference meeting, 
Women’s Missionary Society Conference, 
Luther League Conference, District Lu- 
ther League Banquet, Committee on Sum- 
mer School, other committees, and all this 
does not touch the local congregational 
meetings. The travel distance required to 
attend these gatherings was 1,500 miles. 

To present reports of all these meetings 
and make all appeals urged upon us, dis- 
tracts a congregation. People begin to 
wonder what it is all about. It makes one 
long for the simple life of pure pastoral 
work. In one of these recent conferences 
the writer was asked to discuss the ques- 
tion, “How can we better help and hold 
our young people?” and he wanted to 
answer by saying, “Allow us to stay home 
awhile and attend to our own work.” 


Another Thing 


We all know the acute problem con- 
fronting our institutions of various kinds. 
These institutions must live, of course, but 
some plan must be devised for them to 
live within their income. Accumulated 
deficits are bad. If we must continue to 
come to our people ever so often with an 
appeal to cancel an accumulated deficit, 
we will dry up the springs of benevolence. 
Congregations are beginning to discuss 
these matters in their annual meetings. 
Members of the church are asking, “What 
is the matter with our institutions that 
they can’t manage their affairs in a more 
businesslike way?” Of course we must 
answer that they are not given enough to 
operate on. But boards are being put on 
notice by the churches that some plan must 
be worked out whereby these deficits can 


be avoided. Especially are they being put 
on notice that no deficits at the end of the 
year are to lack appearance in reports, In 
our congregational affairs, if the income 
does not justify the existing budget, sal- 
aries are cut down, music budgets are 
lowered, less is expended on property im- 
provement, The congregations are coming 
to expect that institutions follow the same 
methods and live within their income. 
Of course the needs of the church must 
be kept consistently before our churches, 
and our people must be trained in larger 
giving, but paying off deficits is not the 
proper way to raise the standard of giving. 
It would be much better if our institu- 
tions were to cut down their operations 
and tell the church frankly that they are 
not operating as they should, that their 
standards should be higher. Knowing these 
things, the people in our churches will 
give more readily to meet the needs than 
they give to pay off deficits, and confidence 
in our church leaders would be restored. 


Youth Conferences 


St. Matthew’s, Charleston, anticipated 
the program of the United Lutheran 
Church in its plans for Youth Conferences 
and has been holding these for more than 
a year. All the young people of the con- 
gregation, whether members of the Luther 
League or not, are invited to come to these 
conferences. There is a devotional opening 
program, three or four discussion groups 
dealing with questions of vital interest to 
young people, lasting fifty minutes, and 
then a social hour for reunion of classes, 
for visiting, for community singing, and 
for refreshments. We have found the plan 
appealing to young people and helpful to 
them, The meetings are held periodically, 
no organization maintained. Its reflex in- 
fluence has been to strengthen the Luther 
League and to increase the attendance of 
young people at church. 

In this year’s confirmation class St. 
Matthew’s had nine girls and nineteen boys 
—a proportion that is somewhat unusual, 


The Rev. John N. Slice has taken charge 
of our work at Elloree and is also working 
the new mission at Walterboro. He has 
proven his ability in that line of work in 
his service at Nativity, Spartanburg. 


The Rev. Dr. M, Edwin Thomas, secre- 
tary of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
spent a busy day in Charleston on Sun- 
day, April 14. Appearing with Dr. G. J. 
Gongaware at St. John’s during the Sun- 
day school hour, speaking at both St. 
Johannes, Dr. I, E. Long pastor, and at St. 
Matthew’s at the eleven o’clock service, 
addressing a city-wide rally of young peo- 
ple at St. Andrew’s at 7.00 P. M., the Rev. 
C. K. Derrick pastor, and preaching for 
Pastor Brandt at St. Barnabas in the eve- 
ning. He spoke at Ehrhardt Monday eve- 
ning, addressing the parishioners of the 
Rev. C, L. Richardson and the Rev. Miles 
T. Cullum, and a regional group at 
Cameron Tuesday evening. In this way he 
came into contact with the membership 
of practically every congregation and left 
inspiration for work in foreign lands. 


Lutheran Leadership 
The declaration was recently made at 
one of our gatherings in this state that the 
influence and prestige of the Lutheran 
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Church in South Carolina is all out of pro- 
portion to the number of its members. It 
is not one of the larger denominations. Its 
contribution to public affairs, its leaders 
in the state and in the educational world, 
the recognition given it in general, are 
second to none in the state. With but two 
per cent of the white population it fur- 
nishes fifty per cent of the state’s represen- 
tatives in Congress. The cause? The an- 
swer can be none other than “Newberry 
College.” That institution has sent out, and 
continues to send out, men and women 
who take front rank in the professions, in 
business, in publie affairs. 

In this same connection a church leader 
from outside our state recently declared 
that the vision and ability of church lead- 
ers among us, including the leaders in our 
women’s organizations, is outstanding and 
second to none in the church. And New- 
berry College like many others, is having 
a hard struggle. To surrender its leader- 
ship and training would cause our chureh 
soon to slip into a second-rate denom- 
ination. 

The Rev. M. L. Kester of the Newberry 
Conference made a wise observation in a 
recent discussion when he said that he had 
never heard of anyone having nervous 
prostration from studying the reports of 
the church found in the minutes of synod. 


NOVA SCOTIA NEWS 
By the Rev. Douglas A. Conrad 


EASTER seemed more like Christmas. 
Nova Seotians awoke to a cold, windy day. 
Although sunny, snow was being driven 
by the high winds in heavy drifts and 
many roads were closed and could not be 
kept open until the wind lessened. Nat- 
urally this had an effect upon the attend- 
ances at services, yet Pastor George Innes 
of Lunenburg reports that about one hun- 
dred persons communed at 6.30 A. M. Coun- 
try pastors found their attendances small 
because of the fact that, in many cases, 
the roads were closed. Pastor Innes tells 
us that after the early service fifty-two 
young people shared Easter breakfast in 
the primary room. 


Special Easter music was a feature at 
all the churches, In Halifax, the children 
of the Sunday school presented a special 
program under the leadership of Pastor 
E. E. Zieber. Pageants were presented by 
some of the societies of the parishes, and 
although the weather was more like 
Christmas, yet the full significance of the 
season was not forgotten, and people again 
realized that Christ is indeed the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life. 


Confirmation was conducted in St. Paul’s 
Church, Bridgewater, on Palm Sunday by 
the pastor, the Rev. C. H. Whitteker. Nine- 
teen young people were confirmed and 
three others were added to the church by 
transfer of membership. At Lunenburg 
and Halifax classes are still being con- 
ducted, and these young people will be 
confirmed on Pentecost, The service in 
St. Paul’s on the evening of March 31 was 
of a very special nature. At that time, 
new lights of the cathedral-lantern type, 
and a brass altar desk were dedicated. The 
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_ lights were presented by Mr. Karl Mail- 
man in memory of his parents, Captain 
and Mrs. Albert Mailman, and Miss 
Matilda Meisner, and the desk was pre- 
sented by the family of Mrs. Minna Went- 
zell, in her memory. Pastor Whitteker was 
assisted in the dedication service by the 
Rev. Douglas A. Conrad and the Rev. 
George Innes. The sermon was delivered 
by Pastor Innes. 


A special service was held in Redeemer 
Church, Conquerall Bank, on the evening 
of April 14. Pastor Conrad dedicated two 
flags, the Union Jack and the Christian 
flag, which were presented by the mem- 
bers of the Young People’s Society. To 
the strains of “Rule Britannia,” played by 
the organist, the procession of young peo- 
ple entered the church, led by Boy Scouts 
carrying the flags. As the choir and con- 
gregation sang “Onward Christian Sol- 
diers” the scouts brought the flags to the 
altar, where they were received by the 
pastor and dedicated, following which the 
national anthem was sung. Special music 
was sung by the choir, and James Dau- 
phinee of Lunenburg, a graduate of our 
seminary at Waterloo, Ontario, brought an 
inspiring message on “The Meaning of the 
Flags.” A congregation that completely 
filled the church was present at this im- 
pressive service. 


Pastor Innes tells us that Lieutenant 
John Smeltzer, who is overseas with the 
C. A. S. F., has written a new patriotic 
song, entitled “Canada.” Lieutenant John 
is musically bent, and in spite of intensive 
training in England finds time for musical 
composition. Prior to the war, he had com- 
posed several sacred numbers of merit. 
He is a member of Zion Church and was 
a member of the choir for years. Another 
son of Zion, Lieutenant R. H. Beck, re- 
ports a most interesting visit to many his- 
torical corners in London. 


Once again we have had to witness a 
country in which are found many of our 
Lutheran brethren being invaded. At the 
present time it looks as if Norway might 
be the real battleground for this war. 
Naturally this is going to bring destruc- 
tion of property and much loss of life and 
suffering to innocent women and children. 
We pray for our Lutheran brethren in 
Norway at this time, and hope that they 
may soon be delivered from their anxieties 
and sufferings of war. 


CALIFORNIA SUNBEAMS 
By John A. M. Ziegler, D.D. 


FouR HUNDRED miles to synod? More than 
five hundred from San Diego; and several 
hundred miles more from Phoenix and 
Tucson, Arizona. Some size, the Synod of 
California! 


A Synodical Pre-view 

The Synod of California meets in Grace 
Church, San Jose, Dr. W. E. Crouser pas- 
tor. Some other reporter will give a de- 
tailed account of the proceedings. “Sun- 
beams” is simply anticipating—thinking of 
some goals’ that will likely be achieved, 
and some happy expectations that will not 
be realized. 


Some of the brethren will not be there— 
men beloved for their sterling qualities 
and for their charming personalities. Two 
such men—Dr. D. R. Huber and Dr. M. H. 
Stine—one, until the time of his death, 
pastor of the First Church, Los Angeles; 
the other, pastor of the same church in the 
early years of its history. Both of them 
have built lasting monuments for them- 
selves in Los Angeles, and the Synod of 
California, as well as elsewhere. How we 
shall miss them both! The memory of them 
will abide with us unto the end. 

Several others of our group will not be 
there. Dr. John E. Hoick, pastor of St. 
Mark’s Church, Los Angeles, has been 
passing through a severe siege at the Lu- 
theran Hospital. At this writing, he is 
reported as improving, and has probably 
returned to his home. 

Several of our supposedly retired pas- 
tors are doing acceptable service. The Rev. 
Karl Klinger and the Rev. A. L. Groseclose 
are efficiently serving as teachers, and are 
of acceptable aid to the pastor of Trinity 
Church, Pasadena. They both spoke at 
the Good Friday service in Trinity, an 
intersynodical Lutheran service. Dr. J. M. 
Francis has been supplying the First 
Church, Los Angeles, during the illness of 
Dr. Huber, and will continue until a suit- 
able regular pastor is secured. The Rev. 
B. L. Westenbarger is supplying St. Paul’s 
Church since the resignation of Pastor J. 
Earnest Messer. Mr. Messer has accepted 
a call to Greenleaf, Kansas. 

We are trusting that four others of the 
retired pastors may be present: Drs. C. H. 
Rockey, C. W. Maggart, S. E. Bateman, 
and Peter Altpeter. In their absence they 
have the assurance that they are being re- 
membered by the younger brethren, and 
that they are credited with having laid the 
foundations on which the enthusiastic men 
of the present are building. May the rich 
blessing of heaven continue to rest on 
these elder brethren, who sometimes im- 
agine that they are being forgotten. 


Church Chat 


Trinity Church, Long Beach, Dr. D. J. 
Snyder pastor, recently received a legacy 
of $500 from the estate of Mrs. Sophia G. 
Willborg, for twenty-two years a member 
of the congregation, as a memorial to her 
husband, S. N. Willborg. Mr. Willborg 
served for many years on the church coun- 
cil, and as treasurer of the church school. 
A like legacy was left to the foreign mis- 
sion work of the U. L. C. A. 

January 1, 1933, the building indebted- 
ness of Trinity was $31,800; today it is 
$10,300. In these seven years, the buiding 
that was wrecked in the earthquake, 
March 10, 1933, has been completely re- 
stored, and $21,500 of the indebtedness 
canceled. In the past ten years the church 
has received in bequests from members 
about $12,000. 

During the Easter season not less than 
four hundred persons communed, A Sun- 
day night Bible study class is conducted 
by members of the congregation. 


The previous pastor of Grace Church, 
Phoenix, Ariz, Dr. H. A. Anspach, now 
pastor of Trinity, Pasadena, and president 
of synod, returned to Phoenix, March 31, 
to install his successor, the Rev. Harry R. 
Allen. Mr. Allen came from St. Paul’s, 
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Seattle. Dr. Anspach reports that attend- 
ance at Easter services at Phoenix was the 
largest in its history—not less than six 
hundred being present; a loud speaker 
system served an overflow meeting in the 
basement. 


St. Luke’s, Huntington Park, Dr. H. J. 
Weaver pastor, is disproving the Baalamic 
prophecy to the effect that the Doctor 
would not succeed in building up a con- 
gregation in Huntington Park. The attend- 
ance at service is constantly increasing; 
the capacity of the auditorium is being 
overtaxed; they are thinking seriously of 
a new building; 318 communed during the 
Easter season; there were twenty-four ad- 
ditions, The slogan of the Bible school is: 
“Upward Ever; Downward Never.” Donald 
G. Weaver, the Doctor’s son, is superin- 
tendent of the school. 


The Rev. H. I. Kohler, pastor of Bethany 
Church, and president of the Southern 
Conference, with the assistance of other 
pastors, is maintaining a Thursday Night 
Devotional Service in the First Church, 
Los Angeles, until a new pastor is secured. 


The Glendale Church, the Rev. James 
P. Beasom pastor, recently added a new 
educational building to their equipment. 
Much of the material and work were 
donated. 


The San Diego Church, the Rev. Delmar 
L. Dyreson pastor, is planning to expend 
$1,000 in the near future to repair and 
beautify the downtown building. They 
maintain a flourishing mission school and 
preaching service which they are offering 
to the synod and the Board of American 
Missions as a nucleus for a new congre- 
gation. 


All the churches report overflowing con- 
gregations during the Easter season, Some- 
times there is a slump after Easter, and 
the sentiment is expressed that this is an 
indication that great numbers of church 
members are but lukewarm. 


Commenting on the capacity attendances 
during Holy Week and Easter, the Rev. 
Henry W. Opperman, pastor of St. John’s, 
Sacramento, successor to Dr, C. F. Oehler, 
president of the Northern Conference, and 
editor of The Golden State Lutheran, says 
editorially: “It is an indication, at least so 
it seems to us, of a deep longing or desire 
or search on the part of men and women 
for a foundation in life that will be secure. 
And it demonstrates further that people 
still look for the assurance of their faith 
in God and in Jesus Christ... . And it 
seems to this writer that as long as our 
churches are filled, even if it is only once 
a year, that the work of preaching the 
gospel of the salvation of Jesus Christ has 
not yet reached the saturation point, nor 
has it come to a place where we, as pas- 
tors or laymen, can say that it is futile 
and that people won’t hear the message 
any more.” 


Sister Edna Monk began a new assign- 
ment April 15 at Redeemer Church, Utica, 
N. Y., the Rev. Arnold F. Keller pastor. 
She was transferred from the Lutheran 
Home for the Aged at Clinton, N. Y., where 
she had served as assistant to the matron 
for the past six months. 
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AT NORTH WALES 


St. Peter’s Congregation Observes Golden 
Jubilee of Their W. M. S. and Installs 
New Pastor 


The Women’s Missionary Society of St. 
Peter’s Church celebrated its fiftieth an- 
niversary at a special service, Tuesday 
evening, March 26. Mrs. Lizzie Weber, 
president and a charter member of the 
society, presided. The only other charter 
member still living, Mrs. Carrie Childs, 
who now resides in California, sent a con- 
gratulatory telegram. Mrs. Frederick D. 
Frissell, Sr., secretary, presented a resume 
of the society’s history for the past fifty 
years. Mrs. W. Paul Reuman of Lansdale, 
president of the Conference society, 
brought greetings. The guest speaker for 
the evening was Mrs. Sydney Kepner of 
Pottstown, treasurer of the Conference 
society. 

Special music was provided by the com- 
bined Senior, Junior, and Children’s 
choirs. A social hour with refreshments 
followed the, meeting. 

At the morning service, Sunday, April 7, 
the Rev. Joseph W. Inslee was installed as 
pastor of St. Peter’s Church, North Wales, 
Pa., to succeed Gomer C. Rees, D.D. A 
capacity congregation was present to take 
part in the service. The charge to the 
pastor-elect was delivered by O. F. Nolde, 
D.D., of the Philadelphia Seminary. The 
charge to the congregation was given by 
the Rev. H. H. Krauss of St. Paul’s Church, 
Red Hill, Pa., president of the Norristown 
Conference. Pastor Krauss also conducted 
the Service of Installation. 

St. Peter’s Church is one of the old Lu- 
theran congregations in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania. It was founded in 1776 as a Dutch 
Lutheran congregation which, with a 
Dutch Reformed congregation, shared in 
the ownership of an old log structure that 
was their first church building. Sometime 
before 1826 the log church was replaced 
by the “Old Yellow Church,” which was 
later torn down when the Lutheran and 
Reformed congregations separated and 
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built new houses of worship on newly se- 
lected sites. The cornerstone of the church 
building which now houses St. Peter’s 
congregation was laid in 1868 by the Rev. 
P. M. Rightmyer. The building was ded- 
icated January 1, 1870, when the Rev. 
E. L. Reed was pastor. 


NEW KENSINGTON CHURCH 
RENOVATED 


TuE First Lutheran Church rededicated 
its building recently after extensive re- 
pairs and remodeling were completed at a 
cost of approximately $27,000, including 
the installation of the new three-manual 
Moller pipe organ with chimes. Dr. H. H. 
Bagger, president of the Pittsburgh Synod, 
preached the sermon on this occasion, when 
more than eight hundred persons were 
present. Dr. P. H. R. Mullen, superinten- 
dent of missions of the Pittsburgh Synod, 
preached in the evening. 

The improvements include painting of 
the entire plant, and in the Sunday school 
a new platform, lights, curtains to sep- 
arate classes, provision of two rooms, 200 
new steel folding chairs and plumbing. In 
the church the chancel was enlarged and 
provided with new altar, lectern, pulpit, 
communion rail, reredos, and clergy stalls. 
The old organ was removed from the 
chancel. Choir lofts were provided for the 
senior and junior choirs and wardrobes 
for the choir gowns. New lights were 
hung in the nave; the pews were refinished 
and rearranged; the floor reconditioned; 
the narthex remodeled; bulletin boards in- 
stalled. The outside woodwork was re- 
painted. A beautiful chancel window was 
installed in memory of the late pastor, Dr. 
T. B. Yeakley. 

Dr. Rollo Maitland of Philadelphia gave 
an organ recital April 17. 

The congregation will celebrate its 
fiftieth anniversary in 1941, and an invita- 
tion will be extended to the synod to meet 
in this church that year. Pastor Samuel 
Boerstler came to First Church from Erie, 
Pa., June 15, 1938. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Columbia, S. C. Beautiful and impres- 
sive Palm Sunday services were held at 
the Church of the Reformation, the Rev. 
Wynne C. Boliek pastor. At the morning 
service eighteen young people were re- 
ceived by confirmation. At the evening 
service two adults were received by bap- 
tism and confirmation and three by con- 
firmation; twelve were received by letters 
of transfer. During Holy Week one was 
received by adult confirmation and three 
by letter, making a total of thirty-nine 
members received. Seven children were 
baptized on Palm Sunday afternoon. 

Special gifts received by the church 
were: 150 new Common Service Books 
(music edition), the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. R. Rawl as a memorial to their son, 
Yoder D. Rawl; four brass offering plates 
and receiving bason, the gift of Mr. and 
Mrs. Curtis E. Derrick as a memorial to 
Mr. Derrick’s mother; new rubber runners 
and step treads for the vestibule, hall, and 
stairs by the Ladies’ Aid Society. 


THE LUTHERAN 


The offering for a Pipe Organ Fund 
amounted to $560. The services during 
Lent, Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter 
were well attended. Since Easter of last 
year through Easter of this year a total of 
sixty members were received into the 
church. 

On Palm Sunday the pastor told the con- 
gregation that this church had a number 
of unique records during the fourteen 
years’ history and said, “Today we have a 
new one. Among the members being re- 
ceived are the names Adams and Zeagler. 
Hence we are receiving members from 
‘A’ to *Z.” 


Cullman, Ala. Palm Sunday was a day 
long to be remembered in Christ Church, 
the Rev. Cecil C. Helmly pastor. The 
greatest cause of rejoicing was that eleven 
members were received into active mem- 
bership and two by infant baptism. 

The confirmation class, dressed in white 
confirmation robes, standing before the 
altar banked with calla and Easter lilies, 
took their confirmation vows before a 
record-breaking congregation which nearly 
filled the church. Many lifelong Lutherans 
said it was the most impressive confirma- 
tion service that they had ever witnessed. 
The church now has the largest member- 
ship in its history. 

Plans were made recently by the educa- 
tional cabinet to conduct a Leadership 
Training Class and to increase interest in 
other forms of parish education. 


Hammond, Ind. The first year of First 
Church’s history was marked with fitting 
services April 7. At the morning service, ' 
Dr. H. Grady Davis, professor of Chicago 
Seminary, delivered the message. Dr. Davis 
was the supply pastor of the congregation 
until the Rev. Paul J. Renz was called. 

At the fellowship hour Mr. H. A. Hylen, 
vice-president of the congregation, ex- 
tended a welcome to the new members and 
friends and expressed his appreciation to 
the congregation. The Primary Depart- 
ment under the direction of Mrs. M. G. 
Gosch presented a glimpse of “The Church 
of the Future.” An informative talk on the 
relationship of the individual congrega- 


_ tion, the synod, and the national body, 


was given by the president of the Indiana 
Synod, Dr. H. E. Turney. 

A fine luncheon was served by the 
Women’s Auxiliary. Remarks were made 
by Dr. A. H. Keck of Gary, Dr. Davis, and 
the pastor, the Rev. Paul J. Renz. During 
the evening presentation was made of sub- 
stantial cash gifts to the Building Fund 
from the Sunday school, the confirmation 
class, and the Women’s Auxiliary. A spe- 
cial issue of the parish paper, The U. L. C. 
Visitor, was published for the anniversary. 
Plans for the celebration were under the 
direction of a special committee headed by 
Dr. G. L. Ebright. 

Through the co-operation and work of 
the members, the organizations, and friends 
of the congregation, the following were 
accomplished during the year: thirty-eight 
new members were received, a choir of 
seventeen voices was organized, THe Lu- 
THERAN went into one-third of the homes 
of the congregation, the Sunday school 
doubled its membership, much equipment 
and material improvements were added, 
and the Building Fund increased to a suf- 
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ficient size that the purchase of a site for 
a permanent church will be the next step 
for this progressive mission congregation. 


New York, N. Y. During 1939 attend- 
ance at Sunday services advanced 15 per 
eent over the previous year and 35 per 
cent over 1936, reports St. Peter’s Church 
of Manhattan in its recently published 
Year Book. Attendance almost topped St. 
Peter’s record-high year of 1929, indicat- 
ing that churchgoing has swung back to 
pre-depression levels. 

Even greater were gains made in Sun- 
day school attendance last year, according 
to the publication. A 93 per cent increase 
was recorded. This is considered remark- 
able in view of generally decreasing Sun- 
day school attendances in most metro- 
politan New York churches. 

Several factors contributed to the spurt 
in adult church-going. Among these are 
mentioned the influx of World’s Fair vis- 
itors, increased publicity given to St. Peter’s 
sermons and special events in the daily 
press, and a revival of interest among 
younger members fostered by the installa- 
tion, in 1938, of the Rev. W. John Villaume 
as assistant pastor. Mr. Villaume has made 
the younger element his special field of 
labor, organizing many new special-inter- 
est groups and clubs within the church. 
The pastor of the congregation is Dr. 
Alfred B. Moldenke. 


DR. STOUGH HONORED 


ATONEMENT congregation, Philadelphia, 
Pa., gave to their pastor, William L. 
Stough, D.D., a surprise reception on the 
occasion of his seventy-fifth birthday an- 
niversary, Monday evening, April 8. Be- 
sides the floral and verbal tributes ac- 
corded him, he was made the recipient of 
a purse which was in symmetrical relation 
to the anniversary. He is the first and only 
pastor of the congregation, which had its 
beginnings as a Sunday school on the last 
Sunday of September 1890. His connection 
with this work dates from the first Sun- 
day of October 1891. 

Withal that this is an uptown church 
with downtown conditions, it continues to 
hold its place and position in the com- 
munity. It has a well-kept church build- 
ing, a modernly equipped parish house, 
and a well-appointed parsonage. It is one 
of forty-six churches in a sixteen city 
blocks area, and this does not take into 
account various “missions.” The neighbor- 
hood is not overchurched but, like many 
others, suffers from under-churchgoing. 

Preparations are now under way for the 
celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Sunday school. In addition to his pas- 
torate, Dr. Stough is serving his twenty- 
seventh year as secretary of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania. 


PERSONAL 


Dr. Charles S. Bream, pastor of Grace 
English Lutheran Church, Casper, Wyo., 
has been elected to the presidency of the 
Wyoming Ministers’ Convocation. This 
we understand to be a state organization 
of which the 1940 convocation was the 


PARADISE FALLS 


third annual state meeting. Its affairs will 
be directed and applied by means of a 
“State Council of the Protestant Church; 
it is the first federation of its kind in 
Wyoming history.” 

Dr. Bream has entered upon the four- 
teenth year of his pastorate at Grace 
Church, Casper. In his own congregation 
the work done by him and his people has 
been fruitful: 546 members have been re- 
ceived; 372 baptisms have been admin- 
istered; at 328 marriages he has officiated; 
and he has conducted 418 funerals. The 
financial situation of the congregation has 
been greatly improved. The indebtedness 
incurred in the building of the church and 
parsonage has been either paid or put in 
form for installment reduction. 

His election to the presidency of the 
Wyoming Convocation of Protestant Pas- 
tors is indicative of the interest he has 
taken in the extra-parish activities of the 
church. 


Sunpay morning, April 7, the Rev. Titus 
R. Scholl was installed pastor of the Church 
of the Mediator, Philadelphia, Pa., by the 
Rev. Bela Shetlock, president of the Phila- 
delphia Conference of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Scholl is a graduate of 
Muhlenberg College and the Philadelphia 
Theological Seminary and has been asso- 
ciated with the Board of American Mis- 
sions as a general field missionary since 
1938. He succeeds the Rev. Adam C. 
Sumons at Mediator Church, the latter 
having been elected pastor emeritus of the 
congregation after his resignation from 
active work. Pastor Sumons celebrated 
his fiftieth. anniversary in the ministry 
two years ago. 

A reception was given at the church 
Monday evening in honor of Pastor Scholl, 
at which time the speakers were the Rev. 
Dr. John W. Richards, pastor of St. Luke’s 
Church, and the Rev. Ray F. Anderson, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, both of 
Philadelphia. 


The Rev. F. A. Weicksel recently ob- 
served the twenty-fifth anniversary of his 
pastorate in Brickerville Parish, Pa. at 
St. Paul’s Church, Penryn, Pa. A purse of 
$25 was presented to him by his parishion- 
ers. The sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Gerald J. Jacoby, pastor of Jerusalem 
Church, Rothsville, which has been inde- 
pendent of the parish since the retirement 
of Mr. Weicksel as active pastor in Feb- 
ruary 1937. 

The Brickerville Parish consisted of 
Emanuel, Brickerville; St. Paul’s, Penryn; 
Zion, Akron; and Jerusalem, Rothsville; on 
March 21, 1915, when Mr. Weicksel be- 
came pastor. He remained in this work as 
pastor for twenty-two years, and then was 
elected pastor emeritus of the present par- 
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Ten miles north of Stroudsburg, Penna., on 

Route 90. An ideal place to spend a rest- 

ful vacation in a Christian environment. 
NESTLEDOWN INN and LODGES 
OPEN FROM MAY 4 to SEPTEMBER 22 


Homelike atmosphere. Rates reasonable. 
Boating, bathing, tennis, golf, quoits, 
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Accredited Junior College and High School 
in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia. 
Liberal arts, Pre-library, Pre-nursing, Pre- 
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book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 
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Y.W.C.A. Business Girls’ Conf. . . . July 6-13 
Missionary Conference .... +. « July 8-16 
United Presbyterian Conf... .. » July 13 - 20 
Religious Education Conf. . . . . « July 16-27 
Westminster Choir College « July 22 - Aug. 12 
General Conference .... .~ July 27 - Aug. 12 


Detailed information on request 
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ish of three churches, and has been active 
in supply work since that time. 


HARTWICK CHOIR ON TOUR 


The A Cappella Choir of Hartwick Col- 
lege, Oneonta, N. Y., went on its annual 
tour April 14-21. The trip covered about 
one thousand miles and included the fol- 
lowing schedule: New Berlin, Utica, 
Syracuse, Oswego, Batavia, Rochester, 
Niagara Falls, Binghamton and New York. 
April 15 the choir sang over a coast-to- 
coast hook-up of the National Broadcast- 
ing System, the program originating from 
Station WSYR, Syracuse, and also over 
Station WHAM, Rochester, April 18. 

The choir consists of fifty selected voices, 
and has by its tours brought the message 
and spirit of Hartwick College to count- 
less numbers of music-loving patrons. It 
is one of the outstanding college choral 
groups in the East, and for the past eleven 
years has played a prominent part in the 
college program. Director Frank Hakenson 
is a graduate of Oberlin College. 
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SPECIAL REQUEST 


In order to complete files and afford material 
for statistical data, the secretary’s office of the 
U. L. C. A. requests any persons who have 
copies of the U. L. C. A. Year Book or of the 
Almanacs of the merging bodies which they are 
willing to dispose of, to send copies to 39 East 
35th Street, New York, N. Y., for the years 
1918 to 1930, and especially for years prior to 
1918. Any response to this request will be 
highly appreciated. 

W. H. Greever, Secretary, 
The United Lutheran Church in America. 


SYNODS 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada 
will hold its seventy-eighth annual convention 
beginning June 11 at 7.30 P. M., in Zion Church, 
Stratford, Ont., the Rev. H. F. Gruhn pastor. 
Opening Service, the Confessional Service fol- 
lowed by the Holy Communion. 

C. H. Little, Sec. 


The third annual convention of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod will be held in First 
Church, Johnstown, Pa, George W. Nicely, 
D.D., pastor, May 20-23. The convention will 
open with the sermon by F. H. Knubel, D.D., 
president of the United Lutheran Church, 
Monday at 7.45 P. M., Eastern Standard Time. 
The Holy Communion will be administered at 
this service. Joseph D. Krout, Sec. 


The twenty-first annual convention of the 
Illinois Synod will be held in Trinity Church, 
Chicago Heights, Ill, May 138-16. The synod 
will open with a Communion Service Monday, 
May 13, at 8.00 P. M. Kenneth A. Hurst, Sec. 


The Indiana Synod will hold its ninety-third 
annual convention May 13-16 in Grace Church, 
Columbia City, Ind., the Rev. John S. Hoen- 
stine pastor, beginning with the Service of Holy 
Communion, Monday, at 7.30 P. M., Central 
Standard Time. Business sessions daily at 9.00 
A. M. and 1.30 P. M. 

G. Charles Goering, Sec. 


The seventh annual convention of the Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee Synod will meet in First 
United Lutheran Church, 1548 Jackson Ave., 
Memphis, Tenn., the Rev. Victor D. Derrick 
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in choir music, at only a fraction of the 
usual cost, send for a folder describing the 
unusual DeLuxe Master Edition of the Choir 
Library of Standard Anthems—anthems that 
have found a permanent place in church 
use. Stretch your music budget and still sing 
the best! Mail your request to The Choir 
Library, Inc., Dept. L, Lafayette, Indiana. 
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pastor, May 14 and 15. The convention will 
open with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
on the morning of the fourteenth. 

The Kentucky-Tennessee Brotherhood con- 
vention will be held the afternoon and evening 
of May 15. Frank O. Taafel, Sec. 


_ The one hundred twenty-first annual conven- 
tion of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Maryland will be held at Zion Church, Middle- 
town, Md., the Rev. Donald F. Brake pastor, 
May 20-22. 

The convention will open with the Service of 
Holy Communion. President Amos John Traver, 
D.D., will preach the sermon. 

Applicants for Ordination and Licensure will 
meet the Examining Committee at the church 
at 2.00 P. M., Monday, May 20. 

‘ J. Frank Fife, Sec. 


The twentieth annual convention of the 
Michigan Synod will be held in Christ Church, 
Third and Philadelphia Aves., Detroit, Mich., 
the Rev. W. I. Hackenberg pastor, May 13-15. 
The convention will open with devotions by 
the convention chaplain at 1.30 P. M. 

Formal opening of convention at 2.00 P. M 
with the roll call of pastors and lay delegates. 
The Service of Holy Communion at 4.00 P. M. 

F. P. Madsen, Sec. 


The Synod in the Midwest will hold its fifty- 
first annual convention, May 15-19, in Zion 
Church, Hooper, Nebr., the Rev. A. S. Pann- 
backer pastor. Opening service, 8.00 P. M., 
Wednesday, May 15. A. B. Lentz, Sec. 


The one hundred ninety-third annual conven- 
tion of the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania and the Adjacent States will 
be held in the Stroudsburgs and in Buck Hill 
Falls, May 20 to 23 inclusive. The Service with 
the Holy Communion will be held in Grace 
Church, East Stroudsburg, Monday, May 20, at 
2.00 P. M.; the Ordination Service in St. John’s 
Church, Stroudsburg, Wednesday, at 7.45 P. M.; 
the business sessions in the Inn at Buck Hili 
Falls, Monday evening to Thursday inclusive. 

William L. Stough, Sec. 


The sixty-eighth annual convention of the 
Synod of Nebraska will be held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Grand Island, Nebr., C. B. Harman, 
D.D., pastor, May 20-22. 

Thomas D. Rinde, Sec. 


The United Lutheran Synod of New York 
will hold its twelfth annual convention May 
20-23 in St. John’s Church, 83 Christopher St., 
New York, N. Y., the Rev. Ernest J. Mollenauer 
pastor, beginning with The Service and Com- 
munion, Monday, at 8.00 P. M. Business ses- 
sions daily at 9.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. The 
Ordination Service, May 22, at 8.00 P. M. 

Candidates for ordination and all pastors de- 
siring to unite with the synod will meet the 
Examining Committee, F. Arnold Bavendam, 
D.D., chairman, at 9.30 A. M., May 20, at St. 
John’s Church. Paul C. White, Sec. 


The one hundred thirty-sixth annual conven- 
tion of the United Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of North Carolina will be held in St. Andrew’s 
Church, Hickory, N. C., the Rev. John D. 
Mauney pastor, May 29-31. 

The convention will open with the sermon 
a J. L. Morgan, D.D., president, Wednesday, 
at 10.00 A. M., followed by the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper. F. L. Conrad, Sec. 


The Synod of Ohio will ‘hold its twentieth 
annual convention, May 20-23, in St. Luke’s 
Church, Youngstown, Ohio, the Rev. Maynard 
A. Stull pastor. 

First session, Monday at 4.00 P.'M., with Dr. 
T. A. Kantonen ae the sermon. Busi- 
ness sessions held each convention day at 8.30 
A. M. and 1.30 P. M. 
P.M. 

The Service of Ordination and Holy Com- 
munion will be held Wednesday at 7.30 P. M. 

Howard I. Pospesel, Sec. 


The Pacific Synod will hold its fortieth an- 
nual convention in Zion Church, Camas, Wash., 
the Rev. L. C. Weitzenkamp pastor, May 13-16. 

W. I. Eck, Sec. 


The ninety-eighth convention of the  Pitts- 
burgh Synod will be held in Grace Church, 
Butler, Pa., Robert W. Doty, D.D., pastor, May 
20-23. The convention will begin with the 
Communion Service Monday at 3.30 P. M. The 
Examining Committee and the Executive Com- 
mittee will meet the same morning at 9.00 
o'clock. John J. Myers, Sec. 


Vesper services at 7.30 


The sixty-fifth annual convention of the 
Wartburg Synod will be held in St. John’s 
Church, Bremen, Ill, the Rev. E. O. Boening 
pastor, May 21-23. ‘ 

The convention will begin with The Service 
and the Sacrament of Holy Communion, Tues- 
day, at 7.30 P. M. A. M. Neumann, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The twenty-fourth biennial convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Socieity of the Ministerium 
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of Pennsylvania and Pron rip a States will be 
held May 14-16 in Trinity Church, Reading, 
Pa., Hermann F. Miller, D.D., pastor. 

Mrs. Charles A. Mathias, Sec. 


_The forty-fifth session of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Harrisburg District of 
the East Pennsylvania Conference of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod will be held May 9 in 
St. John’s Church, Steelton, Pa., the Rev. Hugh 
E. Yost pastor. Sessions at 10.00 A. M. and 
2.00 P. M. Anna R. Leidich, Sec. 


The spring meeting of the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society of the Philadelphia District of the 
East Pennsylvania Conference of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod will be held Thursday, 
May 16, in Immanuel Church, Norwood, Pa., 
the Rev. W. V. Garrett pastor. Sessions at 2.00 
P. M. and 7.30 P. M. Mrs. E. W. Huston, Sec. 


_The spring convention of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Philadelphia Conferences 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania will be 
held Wednesday, May 8, in Tabor Church, 
Mascher Street and Roosevelt Boulevard, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., the Rev. F. Flothmeier pastor. 
Sessions at 2.30 P. M. and 7.45 P. M. 
Leona Bechtold, Sec. 


LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 


The forty-seventh annual Luther League Con- 
vention of New York State will be held at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., May 24-26, at the First 
German Lutheran Church and St. John’s Eng- 
lish Lutheran Church. 

The convention will open with registration 
and reception on Friday, followed by devotional 
and business meetings, with election of officers 
Saturday. The Fellowship Dinner will be held 
Saturday evening at the Nelson House. The 
Intermediate Convention will be held at the 
same time. 

The closing session will be held Sunday 
afternoon, with Installation of Officers and Holy 
Communion. 

Dorothy L. Traupel. 


MARYLAND BROTHERHOOD 


The twenty-first annual convention of the 
Brotherhood of the Maryland Synod will be 
held Sunday, May 19, and Monday, May 20, in 
Zion Church, Middletown, Md. Opening Ves- 
per Service at 8.00 P. M., May 19. 

Martin A. McGrory, Pres. 


CONVENTION OF NURSES 


All deaconesses who plan to attend the Con- 
vention of Nurses in Philadelphia May 12-16, 
and who desire advice in housing, may get in 
touch with Deaconess Margaret Fry, cha an 
of Housing for Deaconesses. Address 2100 
Girard Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 


OBITUARY 
Aden Bruce MacIntosh, D.D. 


son of a Canadian woodcarver, was born May 
10, 1871. At the age of twelve he left his native 
Morrisburg, Ontario, to migrate with his parents 
to the State of Minnesota. He soon felt at home 
in this new land and developed a spirit o. 
patriotism that marked his whole life. 

After he had completed his preliminary edu- 
cation, he entered Thiel College, Greenville, 
Pa., receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1893. The next fall he entered the Philadelphia 
Theological Seminary and was graduated with 
the class of 1896. Near the end of his senior 
year he received a call to become pastor of 


the Lutheran Church in Spring City, Pa. He 
was ordained to the Lutheran minis by _ the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania in St. John’s 


Church, Allentown, Pa. 

June 1, 1896, he took charge of the church 
in Spring City. “His pastorate was marked b 
the introduction of some new, yet very old, 
Lutheran practices into the life of the congre- 
gation. The liturgical services first began to 
be used and pastor and choir began wearing 
vestments in conducting the worship. This was 
one of the first vested choirs, if not the first, 
in the Lutheran Church of Pennsylvania and 
the second in the United States.” In harmony 
with this forward movement the church audi- 
oe was completely renovated and beau- 
ified. 

In 1902 he accepted a call to the pastorate 
of Grace Church, Bethlehem. Ten years of 
work in this field resulted in a substantial in- 
crease in church membership and in_ the 
doubling of the yearly budget. Leaving Beth- 
lehem in October 1912, he became pastor of 
Trinity Church, Norristown. Shortly after his 
arrival it was decided to raze the page 
and erect a modern parish house. The facade 
of the church was renewed and somewhat 
changed. A parsonage was built on a lot ad- 
joining the church. These three units were 
designed in such a manner as to lend an ap- 
pearance of harmony. 

It was during his Norristown pastorate that 
Dr. MacIntosh was granted a leave of absence 
to serve as chaplain in the American Expedi- 
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tionary Force in France. At the end of the 
war he returned to Norristown and resumed 
his duties, but not. many months had passed 
when he received a call to become pastor of 
the Church of the Holy Trinity, Lancaster. 

Feb 1, 1921, he entered upon his work 
in Lancaster and soon realized that the historic 
church was in need of extensive repairs. $6,000 
was collected, and February 4, 1923, the work 
of repairing and restoration began. The next 
year the peace of Trinity Church was threat- 
ened, when by a vote of 362 to 302, the method 
of administering the Communion was changed 
from the common to the individual cup. Dr. 
MacIntosh led the congregation safely through 
what might have been disaster. Other and im- 
portant improvements made under his guidance 

ared ei during the years that led to the 

ering of $210,000 for the purpose of erect- 
25 a new chapel building in 1932. “The plans 
were completed, the contract let, temporary 
comand for the Bible school provided, and the 
arewell service held in the old chapel. Then 
came the financial storm, and the building 
project was for the time at an end. This was 
a great shock to pastor and people, but always 
it was considered as a delay and not as a 
failure. 

During recent years the health of Dr. Mac- 
Intosh was of concern to all. At times it was 
necessary for him to remain out of his pulpit, 
but always he returned with force and vigor. 
He had returned to his ay after a long ill- 
ness, to preach the Palm Sunday sermon ani 
to call a filled church to the side of the open 
tomb in Joseph’s Garden on Easter Sunday. He 
was present at the reception to new members 
on the following Tuesday. On Wednesday he 
felt the touch of an old illness and did not have 
the strength to recover. It was late Tuesday 
evening, April 16, that he went to meet his 
Master. 

The funeral service was held in_ Trinity 
Church on the morning of April 20. The ser- 
mon was preached by the Rey. Dr. E. P. 
Pfatteicher, president of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. The prayers were offered by the 
Rev. Dr. Harold C. Fry, oc of the Lan- 
caster Conference. The liturgist was the Rev. 
Samuel E. Kidd, assistant pastor of Trinity 
Church. In the loft were the senior and chapel 
choirs under the direction of Dr. Harry A. 
Sykes, organist and choirmaster of Trinity 
Church. 

Interment was made near the community in 
which he first labored, in the cemetery of Zion 
Church, East Pikeland, Dr. Pfatteicher and 
Pastor Kidd taking part in the service. 

The true spirit of Dr. MacIntosh must be 
sought in the communities in which he served; 
he gave his best to them. He never looked for 
nor expected more than that the church he 
served should grow and prosper. This primary 
concern did not blind him to the call of the 
Church at large. He willingly served on many 
important boards and committees. His interest 
in the training of young men for the ministry 
is evidenced in the many years during which 
he was a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Seminary in Philadelphia. His judgment 
and counsel were sought after by many. His 
entire ministry of forty-four years was served 
as a member of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania, which year after year eiectea nim a 
delegate to the convention of the United Lu- 
theran Church. 

Dr. MacIntosh is survived by Lillie Wagoner 
MacIntosh, whom he married in the spring of 
1897, and by his two children, W. Bruce Mac- 
Intosh of Miami Beach, Fla., and Mrs. Dorothy 
W. Pollard of Lancaster, Pa. 


Mrs. Maria Agnes Fisher Shanor 


departed this life January 20, 1940, at the home 
of her daughter, Mrs. Lewis Sullenberger, 
Greensburg, Pa., in her eighty-seventh year. 
Mrs. Shanor was in Butler, Pa., January 
16, 1854, and here she spent her early years. 

The wife of the late Henry Kuhn Shanor, 
former pastor of the Pittsburgh and Ohio 
Synods, her life sto is one of continuous 
active service in behalf of her Church, a tes- 
timony borne through the greater part of a 
century. Some day someone will perhaps speak 
some worthy word or pen some fitting tribute 
to that group of women who grace our parson- 
ages. To that company of tors’ wives who 
stand with them shoulder to shoulder, walking 
with them through the years, upholding their 
hands, renewing their spirits, ring their 
ee oe easing their troubles, helping 
bear the burdens of a parish, rearing their chil- 
dren in the company of the Christ, and giving 
of themselves in order that their children and 
their church might have something more of 
life. Here was such a life. 

Mrs. Shanor is survived by her three daugh- 
ters, Mrs. O. W. Ziegler of Zelienople, Pa.; 
Mrs. Lewis Sullenberger of Greensburg, Ph.; 
and Mrs. C. Kirk Stroh of Glen Osborne, Pa.; 
two sons, Dr. Charles K. Shanor of Sewickley, 
Pa., and Edgar E. Shanor of on, Pa.; four 
sisters, Mrs. Amanda Grayson and Miss Mary 
Fisher of Butler, Pa.; Mrs. Elizabeth Critchlow 
of age ae Pa.; and Mrs. Ella Heyl of Slip- 
pery » Pa.; a brother, Clyde Fisher of 
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Butler, Pa.; eleven grandchildren; and four 
great grandchildren. 

The funeral service was conducted by her 
pastor, the Rev. Clair O. Dufford, of Sewickley, 
Pa., with interment in the North Cemetery, 
Butler, Pa. C. O. Dufford. 


Ernest Zumstein 


father of the Rev. Ray O. Zumstein, pastor of 
St. John’s Church, Mt. Pulaski, Ill., passed away 
at the Graham Hospital, Canton, Ill., Saturday 
afternoon, April 13, at_the age of sixty-eight 
years and two months. He came to Illinois from 
Breedeshausen, Germany, where he was born 
February 13, 1872, a son of Adam and Margaret 
(Schaeffer) Zumstein, and located on a farm in 
Deerfield Township, Fulton County. Here he 
spent his remaining years with the exception 
of the last three, during which time he livéd 
in Fairview, Ill. 

In 1901 he was married to Miss Lena Leiner, 
to which union five children were born, two of 
whom died in infancy. The following survive: 
his wife, Henry J. and Elmer E. of Deerfield 
Township, and Ray O., Mt. Pulaski; also three 


grandchildren; one sister, Mrs. Emma Rock, 
near Canton, Ill.; and one brother, Henry 
Zumstein of Breedeshausen, Germany; and a 


number of nephews and nieces, both in the 
United States and in Germany. 

Mr. Zumstein was baptized in infancy and 
was confirmed at the age of twelve years in 
the Lutheran Church at Winterbach, Germany, 
March 23, 1902, he transferred his membershin 
to Zion Church, Deerfield Township, Ill., of 
which he has remained a loyal and faithful 
member all these years. He has served on the 
council of Zion Church for a number of years, 
pci a always faithful in doing everything he 
could. 

The funeral was conducted at Zion Church 
April 16, by the Rev. W. N. King, pastor of the 
church, and burial took place in Zion Cemetery. 

W. N. King. 


RESOLUTION 


Dr. John Fielding Crigler 

Whereas, the council of St. Mark’s Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, Charlotte, N. C., in 
regular session March 11, 1940, are cognizant 
of the recent twenty-fifth anniversary of Dr. 
John Fielding Crigler’s pastorate here, therefore 
be it resolved: 

That we, the fellow members of the church 
council, do hereby record our deep and pro- 
found feeling of grateful appreciation for his 
reverence for the fundamental truths of his 
church, for the genuineness of his profound 
assurance, his sincerity in all he thinks and 
does, his unswerving faith in God and hu- 
manity, his influence of example, his confidence 
and affection, and above all, his zealous labors 
in the service of his Master’s work in our 
church here for the past twenty-five years, 
which have been most fruitful under his leader- 
ship, and. we pray that he may be spared to 
enjoy many more years of service for his Mas- 
ter, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

That these resolutions be spread on the min- 
utes of our church council, that a copy be sent 
Pastor Crigler, and that a copy be sent to the 
North Carolina Lutheran and Tue LutuHeran for 
publication. 

THe CxHurcnH Councr, 
Sr. Marx’s EvanceticaL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
CuHartorre, N. C. 


MARRIED 


Scholl-Kidd. March 30, 1940, the Rev. Paul 
M. Scholl, pastor of St. John’s Church of Ford 
City, Pa., and Violet H. Kidd, M.D., of Souder- 
ton, Pa., were married in Emmanuel Church, 
Souderton. Mr. Scholl is the son of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Jacob F. Scholl of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Pittsburgh, and Dr. Kidd is the daugh- 
ter of the Rev. and Mrs. Harvey S. Kidd of 
Emmanuel Church, Souderton. 

The ceremony was performed in the presence 
of about 1,200 guests. The fathers of the con- 
tracting parties have been lifelong friends, col- 
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lege schoolmates, and roommates at the Phila- 
delphia Seminary. 

Pastor and Mrs. Scholl are now residing in 
the parsonage at 410 Eleventh St., Ford City, 
Pa. Dr. Kidd expects to continue the practice 
of her profession as time will allow. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Ard, D.D., Wilson P., from 1473 Elizabeth St., 

ili Colo., to 1472 Elizabeth St., Denver, 
‘olo. 

Cook, Olney E., from Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, 
N. Y., to Chatham, N. Y. 

Fisher, Earle, from 215 McKee St., Greeneville, 
Tenn., to 202 McKee St., Greeneville, Tenn. 

Koch, D.D., C. Franklin, from 333 S. Seventh 
St., Richmond, Ind., to 64-34 99th St., Forest 
Hills, L. I., N. Y. 

Kyles, C. F., from China Grove, N. C., to Rt. 3, 
Concord, N. C. 

Matthiesen, J., from 213 Hamilton Ave., Tren- 
ney N. J., to 316 Hamilton Ave., Trenton, 


Shannon, John P., from 959 N. 34th St., Mil- 

aa Wis., to 817 Oak St., Wisconsin Dells, 
is. 

hf ee J. J., from Osterburg, Pa., to Millheim, 
a. 
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Envelopes THAT INSTRUCT 


MAKE IT EASY FOR OUR PEOPLE TO 


Learn A bout the Work of Our Church 


Train and encourage them to 


give by using— 


The United Lutheran 
Stewardship 
Message Envelopes 


There is a message printed on the 
back of each of the 52 offering 
envelopes in the Lutheran Stew- 
ardship series. 


Each Message Explains 
some phase of our 


Church Program 


These envelopes are not expensive. 
There is a series for adults and 
another for children. 


es 


DPT a 


Envelopes are in three sizes, and 
may be secured in white or manila. 
They may be printed to order, or 
in a standard form adapted to use 
of any Lutheran Church. 


WRITE FOR DESCRIPTION 


Order now, for delivery when 
wanted. Payment not due till 


use begins. 
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